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Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at 

home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground  

equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.  

 

Children learning at home  

As we approached half term and the children have become more tired, some have 

needed a reminder to participate fully in lessons.  After half term, please ensure 

that children are ready to learn and are following the rules in the attached       

behaviour policy.     

Today is the last day of one of the most challenging half terms we have ever 

known in school.  There have been many difficulties but I have been blown away 

by the way children, families and staff have adapted to new ways of working.  I 

am so proud to see all the children learning at home and at school on Teams; I 

wouldn’t have believed it possible 6 weeks ago.  I am sure that you are all looking 

forward to a break from Teams next week! On Monday 22nd February, we will 

restart our remote learning and will reopen for those children who have attended 

school this half term.    

Children attending school  

If your child has attended school this week and develops Covid symptoms during 
half term, it is essential that your child isolates until they have had a Covid test.  
Please advise us of your child’s covid symptoms and test result ASAP during half 
term by emailing stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk In the unlikely event that we are  
notified of a positive case of Covid in your child’s bubble during half term, you will 
be advised by text and email.   

Reading  

Whether your child is at home or at school, the most important thing 

for children of all ages to do is to read.  As you will not have access to 

school reading books, please read with or to your child whatever 

books you are able.  Information about reading resources has been 

given by teachers and also on previous Communicators.  Well done to those chil-

dren at home and school who are keeping up with their reading and recording 

their reading comments in their reading log.  I am delighted to say that some chil-

dren have managed to earn their gold reader awards even while learning at 

home.  Because reading is so important, each child in school has been given a 

book gift from school to encourage them to read for pleasure.  I do hope that the 

children enjoy reading these.   

 

Values and Virtues (Grateful & Generous) 

Nursery : Roman Platt 

 

 

WOW award 

 

Nursery  -  Lola Seabourne 

Reception  - Hollie Hope 

Reception -  Lucas Barnett 

Year 1 - Olivia Longmore  

Year 1 - Zak Gregory 

Year 2 - Alfie Potts 

Year 2-  Nicola Kumosz 

Year 3—  Noah Sutton 

Year 3 - Morgan Viggars 

Year 4 - Hallie Jones 

Year 4— Ruby Worgan 

Year 5 – Bailey Sandbach 

Year 5— Charmain Eshun 

Year 6 - Libby Hellawell 

Year 6 - Isabelle Wright 

Presentation award  
(for presenting work to a very high standard) 

 
Nursery  -  Keiran Tramaloni 

Reception  -  Callen Wheeldon 

Reception -   Edward Dupoi 

Year 1 -  Skylar Statham 

Year 1 -  Lewis Schifano 

Year 2 -  Roseanne Maughan 

Year 2 -  Annteresa Reji 

Year 3 -  Oliver Phillips 

Year 3 -  Paige Meredith 

Year 4 -  Bella Nixon 

Year 4 -  Winnie Maughan 

Year 5 -  Freya Barcroft 

Year 5 -  Max Moran 

Year 6 -  Yasmyne Robinson 

Year 6 - Poppy Hiller, Tyler Woolley,                           

Scarlett Murphy,  T-Jay Barrow-Minshull 

Lucas Schifano, Leila Lesti, Isabelle Wright 

 

Wellbeing Wednesday  

After half term, Wednesday afternoons will be screen free.  There will be no live 

lessons at home or in school.  Instead, children in school will choose as a bubble 

from a menu of practical activities and the children at home will choose as a fami-

ly from a menu of activities.  We hope that this will allow children a break from 

screens and an opportunity to spend some time together, relax and learn new 

skills.  The activities will be shared by teachers after half term but will include  

ideas such as cooking, den building and creative activities.  These can be carried 

out at a time which suits families if parents have working commitments on a 

Wednesday afternoon.  We would love to see a photo of children enjoying their 

activities; please send these to class teachers.   

mailto:stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk


  

 

I wish you a restful half term. Please remember to follow the current restrictions so that they can be 

reduced as soon as possible.  As always, we are here to support all our families in whatever way we 

can.  Please do not hesitate to contact us. 

   

Diary Dates  

 

Friday 12th February –  school closes for half term  

Monday 22nd February –  school reopens (the same arrangements apply as at the moment for critical workers, vulnerable children and 

remote learning). 

Monday 1st March –  St David’s Day.  Children in St David’s house (yellow) may wear their own clothes including something yellow 

on this day 

Thursday 4th March  World Book Day.  We plan to celebrate whether we are at home or at school.  Children may dress up as a  

   character from their favourite book or wear pyjamas for a bedtime story.   

Wednesday 17th March –  St Patrick’s Day.  Children in St Patrick’s house (green) may wear their own clothes including something green 

   on this day 

Friday 19th March –  St Joseph’s Day  

ASDA Café Takeaway 

If you are visiting ASDA Tunstall for essential purposes, you may wish to take advantage of their special offer.  Chil-

dren can have a free meal to take away if an adult spends £1 on take away food or drink from the café.  The menu 

includes both hot and cold meals. 

KS2 is the Nunc Dimittis.  This is a song of praise sung by Simeon.  

The holy spirit told Simeon that he would not die until he had seen 

the Messiah.  Simeon was in the temple when Mary and Joseph 

took Jesus to be presented in the temple as a baby.  When Simeon 

saw baby Jesus, he knew that he had seen the Messiah, took Him in 

his arms and sung his song of praise.   

Catholic life  

As we are now in February, our prayer of the month for Early 

Years and KS1 is the Act of Faith, hope and Love  

 

School Dinners 

Please could you ensure school dinners are paid in advance and any monies outstanding are paid in full 

before we open after half term. Thank you  


