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Best attending class last week was Year 1 at 96.2%
Coronavirus Update
We are continuing to follow DfE and Public Health England advice with
regards to the coronavirus. Currently, the advice for schools is to continue to encourage good hygiene practices. All classrooms have hand sanitisers and tissues and children have all been spoken to about the importance of good self-care. Should the situation change, we will notify
you accordingly. Please see attached letter for further information. Updates are also available on our website.
School Trips
At St Joseph’s, we try to offer our children broad and enriching opportunities beyond the classroom. Many of our children have been out on
trips or have represented the school at various events in recent weeks,
including Reaseheath Farm, The Mitchell Arts Centre, Staffordshire
County Showground and the Victoria Hall, to name but a few. Our children always behave brilliantly and really benefit from these opportunities
that we offer. These trips do come at a cost, however, which we always
aim to subsidise to keep costs as low as possible for parents. Unfortunately, a minority of parents have not been paying for their child’s trip,
which has a cost implication for the school. Please ensure that if your
child is attending a trip, it is paid for by the deadline stated on the initial
letter to ensure that the trip can go ahead. If you have difficulties affording the cost of a school trip, please speak to your child’s class teacher,
the school office or Mrs Wilson, as we would never prevent a child from
attending a trip for financial reasons. However, please understand that
schools are facing financial difficulties of our own and therefore we
would really appreciate parents sticking to deadlines and contributing to
the cost of these opportunities to enhance your child’s education.
St Patrick’s House Saint
Next Tuesday 17th March is the feast of St Patrick, who is one of our
House Saints. Any child who is in St Patrick’s team will be asked to come
to school in their own clothes next Tuesday, wearing something green.
Their whole outfit does not need to be green as long as an item of clothing or accessory is their House colour. Y5 and 6 in St Patrick’s team will
also share the story of St Patrick with the children.

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evening has now been rescheduled for Monday 23rd
March. Please remember to make an appointment online via your
ScoPay account. If you are having difficulty making an appointment
online, please speak to the school office who will be willing to help.

WOW award
Nursery - Amelie Davies
Reception - Caleb Jenkinson
Nursery & Reception - All Children
Year 1 - Callan Jones
Year 2 - Adrian Azarenko
Year 3 - Quinn Jenkinson
Year 4 - Jacob Hewitt
Year 5 – T-Jay Barrow-Minshall
Year 6 - Hayden Jones

Values and Virtues
(Faith Filled and Hopeful)
Nursery - Ellie Osbourne
Reception - Mylo Moran
Year 1 - Annteresa Reji
Year 2 - Hope Burgin
Year 3 - Andile Mpofu
Year 4 - Jack Steele
Year 5 - Tyler Woolley
Year 6 - Olivia Mayers

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)

Nursery - Grace Zhang
Reception - Aissatou Diallo
Year 1 - Lilly Green
Year 2 - Victoria Owen
Year 3 - Nycole Silva
Year 4 - Tommy Ward
Year 5 - Kathleen Quinn
Year 6 - Winner Wright
You can
follow us on
Twitter!

Mass Times
Kidsgrove (6.30pm) Saturday
Goldenhill (11.00am) Sunday

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

Prayer Garden
Our Catholic Life Leaders in Year 6 (Lailie-Grace, Summer, Thomas, Christopher and Callum) will soon be working
alongside members of our Governing Body and parishioners of St Joseph’s Church to redesign our school prayer
garden. If you have any connections with any local businesses that may be able to sponsor us or provide resources to
enhance our prayer garden (for example plants, plant pots, trellis, pebbles, wooden logs, etc.), please let the school
office or Mrs Wilson know. We are also hoping to include a seating area as part of the project so that classes can go
out and spend quality time in the prayer garden; again, if anybody has a spare bench that they could donate, or

knows of a company who may be able to offer financial or material support for our project, please speak to
us at school.
Success Assembly
Due to pre-planned events, Success Assembly will be held at 2.40pm on Friday 27th March instead of 9.15am. As children are
not in school on Friday 3rd April, our final Success Assembly for this term will be held on Wednesday 1st April at 9.15am.

Sports Relief
The children have all been busy with their sponsored run
today and any money raised will support Sports Relief. Please return all
sponsor money to school by Thursday
2nd April.

SEN Afternoon Tea!
Join us for an afternoon tea in
school on Thursday 19th March at 2:45pm – 3:15pm to
meet with Miss McGough and other parents. You can find
out about the support and interventions available for children with special educational needs at St Joseph’s.

Events this week:
Tuesday 17th March: St Patrick’s Day- children in St Patrick’s House team to come to school in their team colour (Green)
Wednesday 18th March: Y6 Inspire Workshop, 9.15am. All parents are welcome to attend this class workshop.
Wednesday 18th March: Y2 trip to Cadbury World
Wednesday 18th March: First Holy Communion meeting, 6.30pm, St Joseph’s Church
Thursday 19th March: St Joseph’s Day. Whole School Mass at St Joseph’s Church, 9.30am- all welcome
Friday 20th March: Key Stage 1 Mother’s Day Liturgy- mums and nans of children in Year 1 and 2 especially welcome!
Dates for your Diary:
Monday 23rd March: Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 24th March: Vocations Mass at Holy Trinity church Newcastle, 7pm
Thursday 26th March: Recorder Festival at the Victoria Hall
Friday 27th March: Breakfast with Books for parents of children in Reception, 8.30am
Sunday 29th March at 11am: Confirmation Mass for Y6 children in church. All families are very welcome to join us to celebrate this special occasion in the lives of our children.
Monday 30th March : Swimming Gala
Wednesday 1st April: PTFA Easter Egg Hunt at 3.30pm (parents MUST accompany their children)
Thursday 2nd April: Whole School End of Term Mass at St Joseph’s Church, 9.30am- all welcome
Thursday 2nd April: Easter Bonnet Parade for Nursery and Reception, 2pm- Foundation Stage parents welcome to attend
Friday 3rd April: School closed to pupils for staff training. Easter holidays begin.
Our ‘Prayer of the month’ for March is the Act of Contrition and the children are saying it each day in school to help them
during Lent. Perhaps you could pray the Act of Contrition at home.
O my God, Because you are so good,
I am very sorry that I have sinned against you,
And by the help of your grace, I will not sin again.
On Tuesday 19th March, we celebrate the feast of our patron saint, St Joseph. On the feast of St Joseph, we honour
him as a devoted husband, father and protector. St Joseph was brave and did as God asked when he heard that Mary was
going to have a baby. We pray that we too can trust in God during difficult times. In his blessed and caring way, may St
Joseph lead us to a greater love of Jesus.
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Friday 13th March 2020

Dear Parents,
I am writing to you with regards to the COVID-19 outbreak. St. Joseph’s is continuing to follow all the latest guidance from
government and the heath agency. It is very important that we continue with the handwashing procedures that we have in
place and hope you will encourage your child to do so at home. Some advice on handwashing can be found below:
How to wash your hands properly;
Wash your hands more often for 20 seconds with soap and hot water.
Watch this short NHS film for guidance:
•
https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU
Teach young children how to wash their hands with the NHS handwashing song:
•
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S9VjeIWLnEg

New guidance has been given from today. If you have symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), however mild, stay
at home and do not leave your house for 7 days from when your symptoms started. The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of:
new continuous cough and/or
high temperature
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild infection.
If your child shows these symptoms they should self-isolate for 7-days. Full guidance on self-isolating can be found here
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-withconfirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
Anyone with symptoms of the new cough and high temperature, who must therefore self-isolate, will not be penalised in
anyway due to poor attendance. This will not be taken into account while calculating eligibility for the 100% end of term
prize.
The school has no plans to close, however, we will follow any advice that we are given to ensure we work as a community
to combat the spread of this infection.
The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-19 relating to education
and children’s social care. Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)
It appears that developments are changing by the day and I wish to reassure you, that should there be any change affecting the school we will inform you all as soon as possible. Thank you for your support during this difficult time
Yours sincerely

Mrs D Farmer
Acting Executive Principal

