The Communicator
Friday 16th October 2020
Tel: (01782) 235393

www.stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk
Best attending class last week was Year 3 at 99.3 %
Closing date for High School Application is
Thursday 31st October 2020
Applications for Reception 2021 OPEN on 2nd November 2020 and CLOSE
15th January 2021
Applications for Nursery 2021 OPEN on 1st December 2020 and CLOSE on
31st January 2021
Please apply at www.stoke.gov.uk/admissions

Press Talk
There is currently much talk in the press about the possibility of a national twoweek circuit breaker over half term. At the time of writing this, nothing has been
confirmed with regards to how this may affect schools, if at all, but we will of
course keep you updated if we receive any further information.

Behaviour
We have unfortunately had a few complaints from parents and local
residents regarding the behaviour of some of our older pupils on their
way to and from school. We have addressed this issue with the children
and parents involved, explaining that antisocial behaviour is unacceptable. Children in Year 6 are allowed to walk to and from school with
written consent from parents; however, if their behaviour is deemed unacceptable when they are unsupervised, we will need to insist that they
are brought to school and collected by parents. If children are left unsupervised in the morning, we expect them to behave appropriately at all
times. Please also ensure that your child is brought to school at the right
time- there are still many children arriving too early. We understand that
if children have younger brothers and sisters, they will need to be on site
earlier, but children with no siblings should not be coming to school until
it is their time. Drop-off and pick up times are as follows:
Nursery and Year 3: drop off at 8.45am/ pick up at 3pm
Reception and Year 4: drop off at 8.50am/ pick up at 3.05pm
Year 1 and Year 5: drop off at 8.55am/ pick up at 3.10pm
Year 2 and Year 6: drop off at 9am/ pick up at 3.15pm
Please ensure that children are being sent into school with warm waterproof coats now that the weather is turning colder as we are still trying to
ensure that they spend as much time as possible outside during breaks
and dinner times.
Smoking
Whilst we can not enforce a no smoking policy outside the school property
please could we ask you refrain from smoking around the perimeter of the building. Please be mindful of passing children, some who have medical conditions
that we all need to consider.

WOW award
Nursery - Sienna Bailey
Reception - Ruby Rose Ward
Year 1 - Harper-Lilly Picken
Year 2 - Layla-Grace Bradley
Year 3 - Oscar Jones
Year 4 - Algassimou Diallo
Year 5 – Harriet Bailey
Year 6 - Yasmyne Robinson

Values and Virtues
(Faith Filled and Hopeful)
Nursery - George Rigby
Reception - Elsie Meakin
Year 1 - Lewis Price
Year 2 - Spencer Smith
Year 3 - Amira Mahmood
Year 4 - Ethan Shaw
Year 5 - Connor Doherty
Year 6 - Jessica Osbourne

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)

Nursery - Maciej Jezierski
Reception - Holly Hope
Year 1 - Abbie Green
Year 2 - Sebastian Miroui
Year 3 - Adrian Azarenko
Year 4 - Emily Barcroft
Year 5 - Charmain Eshun
Year 6 - Libby Hellawell
You can
follow us on
Twitter!

Sunday Mass Times
St Josephs
Sat 6:30pm Sun: 11:00am
English Martyr’s
Sun 9:00am and 10:00am

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

Lateness
If your child is late for school, they will receive a late mark as registers will be taken at the start of the day. This will affect
their overall attendance. Any children arriving after their allocated time must enter school via the school office so that they
can be marked present. There have been a couple of incidences where children have been not been marked present as registers have been returned to the office before the child comes into school. Currently, the office staff cannot go into classrooms to check attendance due to protecting bubbles, and therefore may mistakenly phone home to check children’s
whereabouts.
School Photos
Individual school photographs will be taking place next Tuesday. Please ensure that children come to school dressed smartly
in their full school uniform. If your child should have PE on Tuesday, it will take place on a different day. Class teachers will
notify you of this.
School Dinners
Dinners must be paid for in advance. Please
ensure that your account is up to date and
in credit before your child has dinners or
send them with a packed lunch.
Nursery dinners
£ 2.15 per day
Yr3-Yr6 dinners
£ 2.60 per day

City Catering
A new winter menu will be available after half term, which we will put onto
the website on the last day of this half term. We will be continuing with the
one choice option for the time being due to ongoing restrictions in place. On
Thursday 5th November, there will be a Bonfire Special, consisting of
burgers, curly fries and beans, with a chocolate shortbread pinwheel for
dessert. This will replace the usual option for the day.

Half Term Holidays
If you are intending to take your child abroad for the half term, please let the office know the destination at your earliest convenience. If pupils need to quarantine through no fault of their own (i.e. there were no restrictions before you left for your
holiday), the absence due to self-isolation will be authorised. However, if pupils need to take time off school because parents
chose to take a holiday knowing this would lead to self-isolate on their return, this would be classed as an unauthorised
attendance, and normal absence procedures would be followed. If it is found that a child is sent into school when they should
be in quarantine, they will be sent home immediately and the police will be informed.
HALF TERM STARTS
TEACHER TRAINING
CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL

Monday 26th October—Friday 30th October
Monday 2nd November
Tuesday 3rd November

Class Masses
Last week, Year 5 really impressed Fr. Julian with their impeccable behaviour and excellent engagement in Mass. Well done to all of
Year 5 for representing us so well and being so reverent. Next Thursday, Year 3 will celebrate the feast of St John Paul II at St Joseph’s
Church. Unfortunately due to ongoing restrictions, parents and parishioners will be unable to attend, but please continue to pray for all
of our children.
Let Us Pray
This week, many of our classes have been learning about the Holy Rosary prayer and the importance of our Mother Mary in our lives of
faith. We ask Mary to intercede for us in prayer during the continued difficulties in our world:
Dear Mary, our blessed Mother,
Remember us and our families and friends during this time of great difficulty.
Look kindly on all who are suffering or facing troubled hearts.
Have pity on those who are separated from someone that they love
and those suffering from loneliness.
Grant us strength to overcome the weaknesses of our faith and love.
Give comfort to those who are fearful.
Holy Mother, please obtain for all of us hope, peace and justice.
Amen.
Ten: Ten parent newsletter: please follow this link to access this month’s parent newsletter:
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/

