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Introduction 

All the education we provide during normal Academy hours is at no charge to pupils. We do not 
charge for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the exception of 
some individual or small-group music tuition. 
 
From time to time, activities such as educational visits, visitors and clubs take place which incur 
charges. Wherever possible, we will try to subsidise the cost of these activities to reduce prices.  
Pupil Premium funding is used to subsidise the costs for families whose children are counted as 
Pupil Premium children. 
 
Under the 1988 Education Reform Act schools are prohibited from charging for activities during 
school hours which are an essential part of the curriculum. However, we may ask for voluntary 
contributions to help with the cost of certain activities e.g. educational visits during school 
hours. Parents may be charged for events their children take part in outside the school day e.g. 
weekend residential visits.  Parents are asked to make a contribution towards replacing 
damaged or lost school property caused wilfully or negligently by their children (e.g. £3 to 
replace a lost or damaged reading book.) 
 
Voluntary contributions 
 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Academy we organise trips, visitors or visits throughout the year, to 
enrich the curriculum we offer and to enhance the educational experience of our learners. The 
Academy invites parents to contribute towards the cost of some of these events. All 
contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, however, we 
may need to cancel trips, visitors or visits. Where a trip goes ahead or visitors to the Academy 
deliver activities to enhance our curriculum, learners whose parents have not paid any 
contribution will share in the experience. We do not treat these learners differently from any 
others. 
 
The following is a list of additional activities, organised by the Academy, which may require 
voluntary contributions from parents. This list is not exhaustive: 
 

 educational visits – transport and entrance costs may be incurred 

 sporting clubs offered by coaches 

 outdoor adventure activities; 

 visits to or by a theatre company; 

 before or after-school activities offered by external providers 

 residential trips in UK or abroad 

 visitors delivering workshops to the pupils 
 

We have a range of activities that are offered free of charge and most other activities are 
subsidised by the Academy.  On occasion some clubs run in school time and may incur costs for 
consumables and/or refreshments. 
 
 
Residential visits 
 



St Joseph’s Catholic Academy Charges and Remissions Policy 
 

2 
 

If the Academy organises a residential visit in Academy time or weekends, we suggest a 
subsidised charge to cover the costs of board and lodging and travel. If we cannot raise 
sufficient funding through voluntary contributions, the visit may have to be cancelled. Parents 
will be given reasonable, usually three months, notice of a residential trip and the opportunity 
to pay in instalments.  No pupil should be excluded from an activity because their parents will 
not or are unable to make a contribution.   
 
Residential visits may include: 
 

 Stanley Head Outdoor Pursuits Centre 

 Standon Bowers Outdoor Pursuits Centre 

 Alton Castle 
 

Music tuition 
 
All learners study music as part of the normal Academy curriculum. We do not charge for this. 
There is a charge for individual or small-group music tuition, since this is an additional 
curriculum activity, and not part of the National Curriculum. These individual or small-group 
lessons are taught by LA peripatetic music teachers. The cost for this tuition is subsidised by the 
school.  Parents will also be charged for the rental of musical instruments if necessary by the 
peripatetic music service.  Children who are or have been entitled to free school meals do not 
pay for this service – the Academy subsidised this cost from pupil premium funding. 
 
Swimming 
 
The Academy organises swimming lessons for pupils in Key Stage 2. These take place in school 
time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform 
parents when these lessons are to take place. 
 
Clubs 
 
The Academy offers additional Sports Clubs which are run by qualified coaches after school and 
at lunch times.  Pupil Premium pupils are offered the opportunity of attending these clubs 
without payment and this is funded from Pupil Premium funding. 
 
Other additional clubs take place at lunch time and/or after school eg change 4 life, homework 
club, chess club, lego club.  There is no charge for attendance at these clubs. 
 
Break time snacks 
 
This is organised by the City Catering Department and operated from the school kitchen at 
break-time for KS2.   Food items are ordered via the City Catering and pupils/staff are charged 
for breakfast food items in accordance with menu charges set by City Catering. 
 
School Dinners 
 
The charges for school dinners for Key Stage 2 children are £2.20 per meal.  Nursery children are 
charged £2.00 per meal. (see below) 
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Nursery charges 
 
We provide part-time Nursery education (15 hours) for the first two weeks of the academic 
year.  From then on if appropriate for the individual child they are offered full time education 
for a payment of £5.00 per day which includes a school dinner (see above), healthy snacks 
including fruit and a payment towards lunchtime supervision costs.  This payment is to be paid 
by parents at the beginning of the week. 
 
Transport 
 
For many activities transport is required. At St Joseph’s Catholic Academy we do not charge for 
transport costs for activities other than educational visits. Wherever possible, 
we pay for, or subsidises, the cost of transport. 
 
Before and After School Care Club 
 
This operates every morning and evening in term time.  A list of charges can be obtained from 
the school office or from the Before and After Club Leader. The amount charged is consistent 
with other providers in the local area.  
 
Lettings – see separate policy. 
 
Monitoring 
 

This policy is monitored by the governing body, and will be reviewed annually. 
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