The Communicator
Friday 27th November 2020
Tel: (01782) 235393

www.stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk
Best attending class last week was Year 1 at 99.3 %
High School Applications are now CLOSED
Applications for Reception 2021 OPEN on 2nd November 2020 and CLOSE
15th January 2021
Applications for Nursery 2021 OPEN on 1st December 2020 and CLOSE on
31st January 2021
Please apply at www.stoke.gov.uk/admissions
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for your overwhelming support for our charity collection for Number 11 today.
Dave Nixon, the centre manager at Number 11, is so grateful for the generosity shown by
our school community and the wider Newman Collegiate, particularly during this time of
difficulty when kindness and compassion are so much in need. As we enter the season of
Advent this Sunday, a season of preparation and anticipation, the children are already beginning to look forward to Christmas! Although we are very disappointed that we will not
be able to celebrate in the usual way, we will be doing all we can in school to make sure
the build-up to Christmas is still an exciting time for the children. From next week, we will
be gathering virtually for daily assemblies, and classes from Year 2 to Year 6 will be leading
Advent liturgies, to learn about the Jesse tree and the ancestry of Jesus. Following government guidance, Mrs Cliffe has been busy preparing some Christmas songs for us to all enjoy
and we will be sharing these with you in due course. Christmas Jumper Day will be held on
Friday 11th December- £1 donations can be made via your SCOPay account or by bringing in
£1. On the last week of term, the children will be involved in lots of Christmas preparations. Tuesday 15th December will be our ‘Christmas Eve’ in school, where children can
come in their pyjamas, make Christmas crafts and have a hot chocolate and movie afternoon. We are hoping for a special visitor overnight, as the following day, Wednesday 16th
December, will be our Christmas Day. Unfortunately, we will be unable to hold our Christmas Carol Concert in church but we will still be providing Christmas dinner in classrooms
for all children who would like one. Christmas cards can still be sent to children within classes but not across bubbles; please can these be brought into school on either a Monday or
Tuesday over the next three weeks, so that they can be quarantined for 72 hours and given
out on the Friday.

Flu Vaccinations
The School Nurse Immunisation Team will be visiting school on Monday 30th
November to deliver the Nasal Flu spray programme for Reception- Year 6 children. Thank you to those who have returned a completed consent form already.
If you have not done so and would like your child protected against Flu please
complete the consent form as soon as possible- by Sunday 29th at the very latest. If you have mislaid the form please contact the team on 0300 124 0366 to
have a form emailed or to complete a verbal consent form over the phone. On
the day of vaccination all children that have received the vaccine will have a smiley face stamp on their wrist to identify that they have had the vaccine. If your
child has any allergies please make the team aware by phoning 0300 124 0366.
Gritting Policy
Our Gritting Policy has been updated to take into account the new entrance and exit
points around school during the pandemic. This policy can be found on our school website.

WOW award
Nursery - Simon Doherty
Reception - Terence Maughan
Year 1 - Ruby Seabridge
Year 2 - Michael Ward
Year 3 - Oliver Philips
Year 4 - Emily Barcroft
Year 5 – Jack Ingram
Year 6 - Leila Lesti

Values and Virtues
(Intentional and Prophetic)
Nursery - Filip Prokopiuk
Reception - Cody Meredith
Year 1 - Lola Nixon
Year 2 - Annteresa Reji
Year 3 - Ava Kearney
Year 4 - Andile Mpofu
Year 5 - Anya Wilshaw
Year 6 - Poppy Hiller

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)

Nursery - George Bourne
Reception - Ezimai Kelsall
Year 1 - Aissatou Diallo
Year 2 - Lily Rose Green
Year 3 - Joseph Esposito
Year 4 - Ruby Worgan
Year 5 - Tommy Ward
Year 6 - Scarlett Murphy
You can
follow us on
Twitter!

Sunday Mass Times
All public masses currently suspended

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

PE kits
On PE days, children should be coming to school in school PE kits, which is part of our school uniform. School PE kits consist of blue polo
tops, navy shorts or joggers (preferably joggers at this time of year) and black trainers. Children can wear the school hoodie or their
school jumper or cardigan over their PE kit. There have been an increasing number of children wearing patterned leggings, multicoloured jogging bottoms, track suits etc. none of which are part of the uniform. Please support us in ensuring we keep up high standards, including all children wearing the correct uniform on PE days. Please ensure that stud earrings are not worn on PE days as staff are
unable to remove these and children will not be allowed to do PE if they are wearing jewellery. Thank you for your support with this.
Remote Learning
If a bubble needs to close due to a Coronavirus outbreak, you
will be sent a link to access live teaching via Teams, as teachers will be maintaining contact with their classes during the
school day. If technology is a barrier to children being able to
access home learning, or if your preference would be that
paper copies of work are provided, please let us know. Further details will be sent in the eventuality of a bubble closure.

School dinners
Dinners must be paid for in advance. Please ensure that your account
is up to date and in credit before your child has dinners or you need
to send them in with a packed lunch.

Nursery dinners
Yr3-Yr6 dinners

£ 2.15 per day
£ 2.60 per day

A big thank you to Kathleen Quinn who used her own pocket money that she has
been saving to go above and beyond to help the Number 11 charity. Her
generosity and kindness is a credit to her parents, all at St Josephs’ are so proud
of you .

Dates for the Diary
Sunday 29th November: Advent begins
Monday 30th November: St Andrew’s Day. All children in St Andrew’s
Team (Blue Team) to wear something blue.
Monday 30th November: ‘Flu vaccinations (Reception- Year 6)
Friday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 15th December: ‘Christmas Eve’ in school- pyjama day
Wednesday 16th December: Christmas lunch
Friday 18th December: School closes for Christmas holidays
Monday 4th January 2021: School re-opens for Spring term

Tier 3

Reminder: St Andrew’s Feast Day, Monday 30th November: children
in St Andrew’s Team (Blue team) can come in blue clothes on Monday. Children in St Andrew’s who have PE on Monday will be able to
wear their blue joggings

Parents MUST drop off and collect on time.

As you are aware lockdown ends on 2nd December , however we
are still in Tier 3 so all restrictions that are currently set in place
must continue.
Children cannot be collected by anyone other than their parents
or carers or someone within the support bubble.
Parents MUST NOT mix and MUST be reminded that once their
child has been dropped off they should return home (or to work if
they are unable to work from home)

Masks to be worn at all times on the school grounds unless they
are exempt.

Let Us Pray
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent which marks the beginning of a new Church year and our
preparations to celebrate both the coming of Christ at Christmas and His second coming. As we light
the first candle, the candle of hope, on our Advent wreath, we pray:
Dear Jesus, you are the hope in our troubled world. This Advent, help us slow
down, listen to your voice, and focus on what is really important. We place our
hope in you as we prepare our hearts to celebrate your birth at Christmas.
Amen.
Ten: Ten parent newsletter: please follow this link to access this month’s parent newsletter:
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/

