The Communicator
Friday 4th December 2020
Tel: (01782) 235393

www.stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk
Best attending class last week was Year 3 at 97.1 %
High School Applications are now CLOSED
Applications for Reception 2021 OPEN on 2nd November 2020 and CLOSE 15th January
2021
Applications for Nursery 2021 OPEN on 1st December 2020 and CLOSE on 31st January
2021
Please apply at www.stoke.gov.uk/admissions

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for continuing to respect the rules as we move into Tier 3, classified as
‘very high alert’. Since we are in the higher tier, I ask you to remain vigilant and
continue to follow the guidance which has not changed in school. Adults must
wear masks on the school premises, bubbles will remain and we will be encouraging social distancing wherever possible. As we head towards the Christmas holidays, we do not want any of our families having to isolate over Christmas and
missing precious time with their families, so we ask that, in these final two weeks
of term, you particularly adhere to the rules for the sake of all members of our
school community.
Being in tier 3 means that we are still unable to bring in items from home, unless
they are put into quarantine for 72 hours. Therefore, we will unfortunately be
unable to hold our ‘Toy Day’ on the last day of term. However, children will be
involved in lots of lovely Christmas activities during the last week of term, including PJ day on Tuesday 15th December and Christmas dinner on Wednesday 16th. If
children wish to bring in Christmas cards for others in their class, please remember to do this on a Monday or Tuesday so they can be left for 72 hours before
handing out each Friday.
Thank you for your continued support and let us continue to pray that there will
soon be an end to this pandemic.
Number 11
Thank you to all parents who donated their £1 for this term’s charity, Number 11.
We received a very good donation of food and £135 in contributions from parents. If you have not yet donated your £1, you are still able to do this via your
SCOPay account. This money is very much needed by local vulnerable people who
may have no home, food, company or love in their lives. Dave Nixon, Centre Manager at Number 11, came in to
collect the food donations yesterday and is incredibly grateful
for our support. He met with
Kathleen in Year 6 after her
substantial donation of 7 bags
full of food and was really
touched by her kindness and
generosity. Here’s a photograph of her handing over her
contributions:

WOW award
Nursery - Aairah Bilal
Reception - Hollie Hope
Year 1 - Mia-Rose Kearney
Year 2 - Emily Callan
Year 3 - Sam Szczepanski-Beech
Year 4 - Quinn Jenkinson
Year 5 – George Goldspink
Year 6 - Libby Hellawell

Values and Virtues
(Intentional and Prophetic)
Nursery - Harley Evans
Reception - Eany Quinn
Year 1 - Nicholas Ingram
Year 2 - Bonnie Blue Braddock
Year 3 - Morgan Viggars
Year 4 - Mitchell Viggars
Year 5 - Elsa-Rose Selvey
Year 6 - Cole Evans

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)

Nursery - George Rigby
Reception - Muhammad Aariz Raja
Year 1 - Bella Hopwood
Year 2 - Stanley Osinski
Year 3 - Sophia Alcock
Year 4 - Hallie Jones
Year 5 - Max Moran
Year 6 - Scarlett Murphy
You can
follow us on
Twitter!

Sunday Mass Times
St Josephs’ church
Saturday 6.30pm
Sunday 11am

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

Christmas Jumper Day: Friday 11th December

We will be joining in with Christmas Jumper Day next Friday, to support Save the Children. If you send your
child into school in a Christmas jumper, please ensure that you have donated £1, either on your SCOPay
account, or by cash. Thank you in advance for your support.

PE kits
Some children are still not wearing the correct PE
uniform in school, most notably blue jogging
bottoms and school jumpers/ hoodies. Thank you to
those parents who have responded to this after the
notice in last week’s Communicator. Please ensure
that your child wears their full PE kit on PE days- PE
days are not non-uniform days and we do expect
children to wear their PE uniform on these days.
We would appreciate your full support in this
matter.

Dates for the Diary
Friday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day
Tuesday 15th December: ‘Christmas Eve’ in school- pyjama day
Wednesday 16th December: Christmas lunch
Friday 18th December: School closes for Christmas holidays
Monday 4th January 2021: School re-opens for Spring term

My School fund
We are part of the ‘My School Fund initiative’ You can boost our schools budget plus
your own. Its completely free to sign up and both you and St Josephs’ will receive
eGift cards to be used at participating retails based on the percentage of your spend.
Please visit myschoolfund.org today to sign up for free, so if you shop at Sainsbury's or
Argos please bear us in mind.

Catholic Life
We hope you have been enjoying our daily Facebook posts in which our children narrate the Christmas story in song and
prayer. Special thanks must go to Mrs Cliffe for practising with the children, recording them and putting the sequence
together.
The celebration of public Mass is now once again permitted, and weekend Mass will resume at St Joseph’s church this
weekend, at 6.30pm on Saturday and 11am on Sunday. Please remember in your prayers the Year 5 children who are
preparing to receive their First Holy Communion in the coming weeks, especially Elsa-Rose Selvey, who will be making her First Holy Communion on Sunday and her sister Lailie-Grace, who will be confirmed during the same Mass.
As we continue on our Advent journey, we have been meeting virtually as a whole school for our Advent liturgies. We have been reflecting on the coming of Jesus at Christmas, His second coming, and learning about
the Jesse Tree, which tells the ancestry of Jesus. This week, some children in Year 2, 4 and 6 helped to tell
the story of Adam and Eve, Noah and Joseph of Egypt and placed symbols on our Jesse tree in the school
entrance. We will build up the Jesse Tree this over the next two weeks, with different classes leading us in
scripture and prayer.
Let Us Pray
God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour.
Amen.
Ten: Ten parent newsletter: please follow this link to access this month’s parent newsletter:
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/

