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As we reach the end of another week, well done to all the children, parents and
school staff for your hard work. We are now in February, the weather has improved, the nights are a little lighter and the birds are singing. Hopefully these
are small signs that things are improving. We look forward to the government
announcement after half term and hope and pray that it will bring news of the
children’s return to school. It has been timely to join in with Children’s Mental
Health Week this week and to take time to think about how we can express our
feelings. There are lots of resources available to help children and parents who
may be struggling. Many are shared on our Facebook page but please do contact
school if you would like any more information. Thank you for the photos sent to
teachers showing children expressing themselves this week.
Children attending school
The staff supervising children in school continue to be pleased with their hard
work and super learning. Please remember that critical worker places are to enable parents to work. Please keep your child at home if possible on the days that
you are not working. Your child should join in with the remote learning for the
class on any days they are at home. Please continue to advise us if your child is
unwell, unable to attend school or anyone in the household has Covid symptoms
or your child needs to isolate as a close contact.
Children learning at home
It is lovely to see all the excellent learning which is going on at home. It is very
important that children complete and submit their work for each lesson. Please
do ensure that your child is submitting all the work for the day by the end of the
day unless you have discussed this with a member of staff. If you need to contact
a teacher, please telephone the office or email stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk and we
will pass on the message. Please ensure that the language and actions of everyone in the house during live lessons is appropriate for a classroom.
If you or your child have any concerns or difficulties during a lesson, please contact the school office to speak with the teacher directly. Please do not use the
chat for individual concerns as all children and parents can see these messages
and it can upset the rest of the class.
Reading
Whether your child is at home or at school, the most important thing for children
of all ages to do is to read. As you will not have access to school reading books,
please read with or to your child whatever books you are able. Information
about reading resources has been given by teachers and also on previous Communicators. A reminder that Collins Big Cat has a range of colour banded e books
which children can access for free at home. If your child is still learning to read,
please go to https://connect.collins.co.uk/school/teacherlogin.aspx and enter the
username parents@harpercollins.co.uk and the password Parents!21 Choose the
Collins Big Cat purple picture and you will be taken to a menu with the different
coloured book bands down the left hand side. Choose the colour of the last
banded book your child had from school and you will be able to choose from
several fiction and non fiction books for that colour. If you are unsure which
book band to choose, please contact your child’s teacher or the office.

WOW award
Nursery - Olivia Cope
Reception - Elsie Meakin
Reception - Darcie Davies
Year 1 - Grace Gilbert Edwards
Year 1 - Bella Hopwood
Year 2 - Zachary Eveson
Year 2- Harry Mckinley
Year 3— Jayden Ingram
Year 3 - Sam Szczepanski-Beech
Year 4 - Riley Bailey
Year 4—Quinn Jenkinson
Year 5 – Lewis Steele
Year 5— Jack Steele
Year 6 - Ronnie Gaunt
Year 6 - Tyler Woolley

Values and Virtues (Grateful & Generous)
Nursery : Nyle Jones

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)
Nursery - Filip Prokopiuk
Reception - Marni Davison
Reception - Aurora Shaw
Year 1 - Harper-Lilly Picken
Year 1 - Lacey-Mai Booth
Year 2 - Rayan Mahmood
Year 2 - Sebi Miroiu
Year 3 - Amira Mahmood
Year 3 - Ruby Yearsley
Year 4 - Emily Barcroft
Year 4 - Elsie Hodnett
Year 5 - Elsa-Rose Selvey
Year 5 - Mateusz Kolbusz
Year 6 - Isabelle Wright
Year 6 – Scarlett Murphy

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

Silver and Gold reader awards
Well done to those children at home and school who are keeping up with their reading and recording their reading comments in their
reading log. I am delighted to say that some children have managed to earn their gold reader awards even while learning at home. Keep
up the hard work.

Diary Dates
Monday 8th February – Parents Evening phone calls. If you have not yet booked your appointment, please contact the school office as
the bookings via SCOpay has now closed. Teachers will call from a withheld number.
Friday 12th February –
School closes for half term
Monday 22nd February – school reopens (the same arrangements apply as at the moment for critical workers, vulnerable children and
remote learning).
Monday 1st March –
St David’s Day. Children in St David’s house (yellow) may wear their own clothes including something yellow
on this day
Thursday 4th March —
World Book Day. We plan to celebrate whether we are at home or at school. Children may dress up as a character from their favourite book or wear pyjamas for a bedtime story.
Wednesday 17th March – St Patrick’s Day. Children in St Patrick’s house (green) may wear their own clothes including something green
on this day
Friday 19th March –
St Joseph’s Day

As we are now in February, our prayer of the month for Early Years and KS1 is the Act of Faith, hope and Love and for KS2 is the
Nunc Dimittis. This is a song of praise sung by Simeon. The holy spirit told Simeon that he would not die until he had seen the
Messiah. Simeon was in the temple when Mary and Joseph took Jesus to be presented in the temple as a baby. When Simeon
saw baby Jesus, he knew that he had seen the Messiah, took Him in his arms and sung his song of praise.

I wish you a peaceful weekend. Please remember to follow the current restrictions so that they can be reduced as soon as possible. As
always, we are here to support all our families in whatever way we can. Please do not hesitate to contact us.

