The Communicator
Friday 6th November 2020
Tel: (01782) 235393

www.stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk
Best attending class last week was Year 4 at 98.6%
High School Applications are now CLOSED
Applications for Reception 2021 OPEN on 2nd November 2020 and
CLOSE 15th January 2021
Applications for Nursery 2021 OPEN on 1st December 2020 and
CLOSE on 31st January 2021
Please apply at www.stoke.gov.uk/admissions
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the second half of Autumn term. I would like to say thank you
so much to parents for complying with our new health and safety rules, particularly regarding the dropping off and collecting children on time and the wearing
of masks on school premises. We will be unable to allow adults onto school
premises without a mask unless there is a health condition that prevents you
from wearing one. It has become statutory that all adults wear masks around
school, including our staff when moving around school. Staff will not be wearing
masks when teaching in class and working with children, but will be expected to
maintain as much social distancing from children wherever possible. Please continue to remind your children of the importance of maintaining a social distance
from their friends and particularly from other children on the playground before
and after school; although this is more difficult to impose on younger children,
children in Key Stage 2 particularly do understand the need to keep their distance
from others to remain safe.
We have been very pleased with our children’s attendance and are doing all within our power to ensure that school is both safe and enjoyable for our children at
this time. We understand that some children may have to self-isolate, and will
authorise any Covid-related absences; however, we cannot authorise absence if
you choose to keep your child at home during this time without a valid reason,
and the usual absence policy will apply.

WOW award
Nursery - Sofia Gromova
Reception - Callen Wheeldon
Year 1 - Tommy Hodnett
Year 2 - Spencer Smith
Year 3 - Theodora Peter
Year 4 - Mitchell Viggars
Year 5 – Mason Poole
Year 6 - Jack Esposito

Values and Virtues
(Faith Filled and Hopeful)
Nursery - Roman Platt
Reception - Grace Zhang
Year 1 - Keira-Lei Kelly
Year 2 - Emily Callan
Year 3 - Leighton Kelsall
Year 4 - Rosemarie Braddock
Year 5 - William Varey
Year 6 - Millie Johnson

Presentation award
(for presenting work to a very high standard)

Health and Safety
Our school operates a nut-free policy. Members of our school community suffer
from anaphylaxis and exposure to nut products could be incredibly dangerous.
Please ensure that children do not send any items containing nuts into school.
This includes peanut butter, Nutella, etc. Thank you for your co-operation with
this.
Extra-curricular Clubs
Due to the new lock-down guidance from the Department of Education, schools
have been advised to stop any extra-curricular activities beyond the school day.
Therefore, we will unfortunately not be offering any more before or after school
clubs until at least Wednesday 2nd December. This includes all sports clubs, history, art and colouring club, booster classes and the sacramental preparations for
Holy Communion. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause as we know
how beneficial these additional opportunities are for your children. Before and
After Care Club will continue to operate for parents who need childcare beyond
school hours.

Nursery - Cody SZ-Bella
Reception - Lucas Barnett
Year 1 - Chace Sowerbutts
Year 2 - Braxton Klebukowski
Year 3 - Oliver Philips
Year 4 - Lydia Bates
Year 5 - Shanel Smith
Year 6 - Francis Doherty
You can
follow us on
Twitter!

Sunday Mass Times
All public masses currently suspended

Please ensure that you supervise your children carefully before school starts and after you have collected them at
home time to avoid accidents and other children being hurt. Children should not be playing on playground
equipment after school– please support us by ensuring that your children stay with you after collection. Thank you.

DON’T FORGET SCHOOL PHOTO DEADLINE 16TH NOVEMBER 2020
Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evening will take place via telephone appointment next Monday 9th November. Thank you to all parents and carers who have
already signed up to receive a telephone call from your child’s class teacher. If you have not yet made an appointment, please do so at
your earliest convenience, leaving the contact number you wish to be contacted on in the ‘Add note for teacher’ section. Appointments
will be a maximum of 5 minutes long in order for teachers to be able to speak to all parents. Teachers will call you at your chosen time,
and ‘private number’ will be displayed on your screen.
Induction information for new parents
Due to new restrictions, we will now be unable to offer tours after school for prospective new parents as originally planned. If you know
of any prospective parents who require further information about St. Joseph’s, please direct them to our school website: http://
stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk/home
Uniform
As we have to keep the windows open for
ventilation during this crisis the days are
now getting colder, please could you ensure
the children come in their jumper/cardigan
and that girls wear tights to keep them as
warm as possible.

School Dinners
Dinners must be paid for in advance. Please ensure that your account is up to date and in credit before your child has dinners or
you must send them in with a packed lunch.

Supersport Uniform shop
Due to the new lockdown restrictions the uniform shop has had
to close their shop in Tunstall.
Head office will still be open and you will be able to process
online order and get them dispatched to you via postal service.

School Office
Following government guideline please do not enter the
school office unless you have prior permission or to
collect a child. All communication can be made by phone
01782 235393 or email stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk

Dates for the Diary

Nursery dinners
Yr3-Yr6 dinners

£ 2.15 per day
£ 2.60 per day

Drop off

Monday 9th November: Parents’ Evening
Monday 30th November: Flu Vaccination Rec -Year 6
Friday 11th December: Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 18th December: School closes for Christmas holidays
Monday 4th January 2021: School re-opens for Spring term

To keep social distancing to an absolute
minimum can we politely ask that only
one parent drops and collects the
children.

Catholic Life
Again, due to lockdown restrictions, the celebration of public Mass is once again prohibited. Therefore, we will be unable to celebrate
our planned class Masses for the remainder of this term. Children will continue to be involved in weekly Gospel assemblies and Success
assemblies and will participate in daily prayer and class collective worship.
Let us pray:
Our Prayer of the Month for November is the ‘Eternal Rest’. All children and staff will pray this prayer daily
this month to remember our loved ones who have passed from this life, and all those who have sacrificed
their lives, past and present, for our freedom. This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday; as we are unable to
celebrate Mass, please find some time in silence to mark this commemoration. Classes will gather
together virtually for a short assembly on Wednesday
11th November at 11am for a two-minutes’ silence to show our respect for those who have lost their lives
in the World Wars.
Eternal Rest:
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
Ten: Ten parent newsletter: please follow this link to access this month’s parent newsletter:
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-newsletter/

