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Monday 11th May 2020
Dear Parents and Children,
We hope you had a lovely week last week learning all about the Three Little Pigs and that you learnt
some new words to describe the little pigs, the big bad wolf and the three different houses. Stories
are such an important way of learning with your children, so please read daily with them, particularly
traditional tales and stories with lovely, colourful illustrations so that you can talk about the
pictures together too.
Lots of learning can take place with everyday objects that you have around your home and garden, so
this will be the focus this week. We would like you to put away technology and really focus on talking
to your child and interacting with them this week, particularly on verbs (doing/ action words). The
following activities have come from our partners at Stoke Speaks Out, who are a team of Early
Years experts that we work closely with in school to ensure the best Early Years provision for our
children. They have sent us some super ideas for simple home-learning that will extend children’s
language and communication, which we thought would be great to try at home this week.
1. ‘Paint’ with brushes- when in school, our children love nothing more in the outdoor area than
painting with just water and different types of brushes- on walls, play equipment, decking, etc. No
mess but a brilliant activity for early mark-making and developing fine motor skills. Or try this
activity below for a fun alternative:

2. Throwing and catching- This activity is great for hand-eye co-ordination and physical
development. You can have plenty of fun with an old pair of tights/ socks and some tissue paper! The
best things in life really are free, and look at the language you can get from making your own homemade ball and playing with it! Don’t forgot that throwing and catching is the perfect opportunity for
counting as well.

3. Shadows- the spring sunshine is the perfect time to
investigate shadows, and this ‘Shadow Fun’ activity helps to
teach children about shadows whilst getting their daily
exercise. You can also discuss all of the action words that you
are doing together- a great 3-in-1 learning activity!

4. Blankets- so much fun and learning can take place with a
simple blanket or bed sheet. You can make a den, use it as a
picnic blanket, roll/ bounce a ball on it or just investigate its
properties using the prompts to the right:

5. Role Play- such a powerful way for children to learn new
skills and language. You can role play being at the doctors with
‘poorly’ dolls, taking toy cars to the ‘garage’ and use tools to
fix it, create a supermarket in your kitchen or a car wash in
the garden, a pirate ship out of a cardboard box and kitchen
roll, take cuddly toys to the vets- even role playing house in
the kitchen is such an easy way to engage your child in new
words and ideas. You don’t need dressing up clothes- just
ordinary household objects can give your child hours of fun.

We hope you have a fun and busy week exploring everyday objects in the home this week. Don’t
forget that the most important thing to do it to talk to and play with your child, and expose them to
as much new language as you can, as this is how they learn about the world around them.
If you have any other ideas, please let us know- we would love to hear them!
Take care,
Mrs Tabbenor, Miss Stanyer and Miss Gazey.

