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Year 4 
AUTUMN  

Anglo Saxons & 
Vikings 
8 weeks 

AUTUMN  
Settlements 

7 weeks 

SPRING  
Egyptians 
6 weeks 

SPRING  
Rivers & Mountains 

6 weeks 

SUMMER 
Local History 

5 weeks 

SUMMER  
Journeys  
7 weeks 

ENGLISH 
Brilliant Books  

Wolves  

Poetry  

Using figurative 

language to write 

poems about wolves  

The Last Viking  

Descriptive writing 

about historical 

settings, using direct 

speech. 

The Iron Man  

Descriptive writing, 

narrative writing 

including using direct 

speech.  

Read all about it!  

Journalistic writing 

linked to The Iron 

Man including using 

quotations and 

formal language. 

How did that 

work?!  

Explanation texts 

about 

mummification.  

There’s a pharaoh 

in our bath!  

Writing with purpose 

by using a range of 

persuasive language 

devices including 

adverbials. 

Petrifying Plays!  

Reading and 

performing parts of 

Shakespeare’s 

Anthony and 

Cleopatra. 

Comparing this to 

our knowledge of the 

Egyptians.  

Writing our own 

information texts 

about plays in the 

time of Shakespeare. 

Krindle Krax  

Writing discussion 

texts about a 

dilemma within a 

story before writing 

an alternative ending 

to the story.  

Performance 

Poetry  

Performing poems 

with expression and 

clear spoken 

language. 

The Faraway Tree  

Reading and 

exploring the 

imaginary worlds 

created by Enid 

Blyton and using 

these to create our 

own stories in 

imaginative worlds 

using the writing 

techniques we’ve 

learnt throughout 

year 4. 

MATHS 
Number and place 

value - reading 

Roman numerals to 

100 and ordering 

and omparing 

numbers beyond 

1000.  Addition and 

subtrsction with 

mental and written 

methods. 

Measurement- 

finding the length 

and perimeter of a 

rectilinear figure 

including  

converting between 

units of measure.  

Multiplication and 

Division- recalling 

facts to 12x12 and 

using formal written 

methods.  

Multiplication and 

division including 

recognising factor 

pairs and using the 

distributive  

law.  

Measurement- 

finding the area of a 

rectilinear figure.  

Fractions- 

recognising fractions.  

Fractions- counting 

in hundredths and 

adding and 

subtracting  

fractions.  

Decimals- dividing by 

10 and 100, linking 

decimal knowledge 

to money and 

measure problems.  

Decimals- comparing 

and rounding 

decimal numbers. 

Measurement-  

solving money 

problems and 

reading, writing and 

converting digital 

and analogue time.  

 

Statistics- creating 

and interpreting bar 

charts, pictograms 

and other graphs.  

Geometry- 

identifying angles, 

classifying shapes, 

understanding 

symmetry and 

plotting and 

interpreting 

coordinates.  

 

  



Long Term Plan/ Curriculum Map 2019/ 2020  St Joseph’s Catholic Academy 

Year 4 
RE 

4A: Creation & The 

Story of Abraham 

4B: Jesus teaches us 

how to Pray 

4C: Advent 

4D: Christmas 

4E: Jesus: Light of 

the World and 

Beloved Son 

4K Sharing in the 

Life of Christ 

4G Lent: Living as 

followers of Jesus 

today 

4H Holy Week 

4L Easter 

4J Pentecost 

4L: Special Roles and 

Responsibilities 

4f: Old Testament: 

 Moses-King David 

SCIENCE 
Threshold Concepts  

 

Work scientifically  

This concept involves learning the methodologies of the discipline of science. 

Understand plants  

This concept involves becoming familiar with different types of plants, their structure and reproduction. 

Understand animals and humans  

This concept involves becoming familiar with different types of animals, humans and the life processes they share. 

Investigate living things  

This concept involves becoming familiar with a wider range of living things, including insects and understanding life processes. 

Understand evolution and inheritance  

This concept involves understanding that organisms come into existence, adapt, change and evolve and become extinct. 

Investigate materials 

This concept involves becoming familiar with a range of materials, their properties, uses and how they may be altered or changed. 

 Understand movement, forces and magnets  

This concept involves understanding what causes motion. 

 Understand the Earth’s movement in space  

This concept involves understanding what causes seasonal changes, day and night. 

Investigate light and seeing  

This concept involves understanding how light and reflection affect sight. 

 Investigate sound and hearing  

This concept involves understanding how sound is produced, how it travels and how it is heard. 

 Understand electrical circuits  

This concept involves understanding circuits and their role in electrical applications. 

Sound Electricity Scientist Focus States of 
Matter 

Animals 
including 

Living Things 
and their 
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Humans Habitats  

HISTORY 
Threshold Concepts  

 
Investigate and interpret the past  

This concept involves understanding that our understanding of the past comes from an interpretation of the available evidence. 

 
Build an overview of world history  

This concept involves an appreciation of the characteristic features of the past and an understanding that life is different for different sections of society. 
 

Understand chronology  

This concept involves an understanding of how to chart the passing of time and how some aspects of history studied were happening at similar times in 
different places. 

 
Communicate historically  

This concept involves using historical vocabulary and techniques to convey information about the past 

 

For all historical units: Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past;  Suggest suitable sources of 

evidence for historical enquiries; Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 

accurate understanding of history; Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the 

accounts may differ; Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

Activities: Internet research, Library books research, map/ atlas / Google Earth  

             Timelines for each topic - link to make class timeline on topic board. 

 
Anglo Saxons and Vikings 

Internet research 
Library books research 
Map/ atlas / Google Earth use to find 

changes in Counties since Anglo Saxon 
times. 

Egyptians 

Internet research 

Library books research 

Map/ atlas / Google  

 

Evidence of  archeological sites e.g. Giza 

Plateaux, Valley of the Kings  

Local History - Goldenhill 
 

• Describe changes that have 

happened in the locality of the school 
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Evidence of ruins, archeological sites 

around UK. e.g. Sutton Hoo 
BBC bitesize clips Saxon Settlers. 

Anglo-Saxon Gods and their subsequent 
conversion to Christianity. 
Village life in Anglo Saxon times. 

Invasion of the Vikings and their 
influence on lifestyles and cultures 

Individual timelines of Anglo Saxon / 
Viking events 
Create leaflet style reports about Battle 

of Hastings/ Bayeux Tapestry (Art and 
DT links) 

 

Daily life of an ancient Egyptian compared to 

our own. 

Ancient Egyptian Gods factfiles and sketches / 

paintings 

 

Write in hieroglyphics - make a cartouche 

 

Learn about the process of mummification and 

make a flowchart. 

Information text about Tutankhamen  

 

Make  a pyramid and a sarcophagus using nets 

throughout history. 

Research history of Goldenhill / Josiah 

Wedgewood.  

Timelines for each topic - link to make 

class timeline on topic board. 

 

Look at the History of Goldenhill and 

our school.  Write a factfile about 

Goldenhill. 

 

The Pottery Industry - Josiah 

Wedgewood 

Create report about his life and 

contribution to local community. 

 

Link to geography study of Trent and 

Mersey canal - Harecastle Tunnel in 

Kidsgrove. 
 
Art /Geography link - patterns in local 
environment and local landuse - human / 
physical featutes 

 GEOGRAPHY 
Threshold Concepts  

 

  Investigate places  

This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human features. 

 

  Investigate patterns  
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This concept involves understanding the relationships between the physical features of places and the human activity within them, and the 

appreciation of how the world’s natural resources are used and transported. 

 

  Communicate geographically  

This concept involves understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques 

 

In all geographical units..... 

 Ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location 

 Explain own views about locations, giving reasons 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features. 

 
Settlements 

(history link - place names influenced by 

Anglo-Saxons and Viking settlers) 

Use a range of resources to identify the 

key physical and human features of a 

location.  

Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and 

their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, including hills, mountains, 

cities, rivers, key topographical features 

and land-use patterns; and understand 

how some of these aspects have changed 

over time.  

Name and locate the countries of Europe 

and identify their main physical and 

Rivers and Mountains 

(DT link - bridges/ water wheel  Art link 

Monet - landscapes) 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and 

their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, including hills, mountains, 

cities, rivers, key topographical features and 

land-use patterns; and understand how 

some of these aspects have changed over 

time.  

Describe key aspects of:  

• physical geography, including: 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes and the water cycle.  

Journeys 
 
• Name and locate the countries of Europe 

and identify their main physical and 

human characteristics. 

Name and locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle and date time zones. 

Describe some of the characteristics of these 

geographical areas. 

• Describe geographical similarities and 

differences between countries. 

• Describe how the locality of the school 

has changed over time.  
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human characteristics. 

Name and locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and 

date time zones. Describe some of 

the characteristics of these geographical 

areas. 

human geography, including: 

settlements and land use. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four-

figure grid references, symbols and key to 

communicate knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

Activities:- 

To use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features 

studied in the context of the origins of 

settlements.  

 

To describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water in the context of 

comparing land use in different 

settlements.  

 

• human geography, including: 

settlements and land use. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four-

figure grid references, symbols and key to 

communicate knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

Activities: 

Learn about the formation and features 

of a river 

Rivers have always been extremely 

important for people.  

Find out about the importance of rivers 

in settlements, travel and farming.  

Investigate bridges, irrigation, and the 

industrial use of rivers too. Design and 

make your own water wheel!  

Rivers have long been / are a source of 

inspiration for artists. Consider light and 

colour in Monet’s River Thames series 

work and how his new style gave rise to 

the term “Impressionism”.  

Learn about the life and work of this 

great artist and create your own river 

artworks. 

Become an enthusiastic mountain 

expert! Locate the highest peaks, 

identify mountain ranges, and research 

key facts about these.  

 

Journey to the Kumaon region of India 

and learn about the life of a Kumaon 

child. Find out about the fascinating 

Kumaon region and the tallest peaks of 

the Himalayas. Compare this region to 

• Describe key aspects of:  

• physical geography, including: 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes and the water cycle.  

• human geography, including: 

settlements and land use. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four-

figure grid references, symbols and key to 

communicate knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

Activities: 

 

Follow the journey of the river trent.  

Where is its source? Where does it join 

the sea? 

 

Also look at the Trent and Mersey Canal.  

Local useage of it, economic uses, 

holidays. 

 

Journeys of explorers - pick a famous 

explorer to research and present a ppt 

about him / her. 

 

Pick a country that you would like to visit.  

How would you get there? What would you 

see when you were there - compare to 
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To describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water in the context of 

designing a settlement. 

  

Label UK maps with counties and 

physical features. 

 

Sort map features into human and 

physical. 

 

Label blank world maps with 

continents, seas, oceans, tropics, 

hemispheres, equator. 

To describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land 

use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water in the context of 

the needs of early settlers.  

 

Where did the early settlers settle and 

why?   

What did they need close by to live? 

Where would you settle? Why? 

 

To use the eight points of a compass, 

four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

your own as you develop learning. 

 
Goldenhill. 

 

Famous explorer / naturalist - Charles 

Darwin - science link.  Look at the 

Galapagos islands and the variation in 

creatures there. 
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knowledge of the United Kingdom and 

the wider world in the context of 

identifying links between settlements.  

 

 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Threshold Concepts 

 

Master practical skills  

This concept involves developing the skills needed to make high quality products (we have highlighted a range of skills but they may be 

added to or changed as appropriate for your school). 

 

Design, make, evaluate and improve  

This concept involves developing the process of design thinking and seeing design as a process. 

 

Take inspiration from design throughout history  

This concept involves appreciating the design process that has influenced the products we use in everyday life. 

 

Design with purpose by identifying opportunities to design. 

• Make products by working efficiently (such as by carefully selecting materials). 

• Refine work and techniques as work progresses, continually evaluating the product design. 

• Identify some of the great designers in all of the areas of study (including pioneers in horticultural techniques) to generate 

ideas for designs. 

• Improve upon existing designs, giving reasons for choices. 
 

Materials: 

• Cut materials accurately and safely 

by selecting appropriate tools. 

• Measure and mark out to the 

nearest millimetre. 

Construction: 

• Choose suitable techniques to 

construct products or to repair items. 

• Strengthen materials using suitable 

techniques. 

Food: 
• Prepare ingredients hygienically 

using appropriate utensils. 

• Measure ingredients to the nearest 

gram accurately. 
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• Apply appropriate cutting and 

shaping techniques that include cuts 

within the perimeter of the material 

(such as slots or cut outs). 

• Select appropriate joining techniques 
Textiles: 

• Understand the need for a seam 

allowance. 

• Join textiles with appropriate 

stitching. 

• Select the most appropriate techniques 

to decorate textiles. 
Electricals and electronics: 

• Create series and parallel circuits 

 

Make Iron Man heads using boxes and 

insert circuits for eyes / mouth. 

Scenes from Bayeux Tapestry 
 

Bridges using construction materials, 

spaghetti, newspaper. Improve and 

strengthen designs. 
 

• Use software to design and represent 

product designs. 

Design Fair Trade packaging using Paint.  

• Follow a recipe. 

• Assemble or cook ingredients (controlling 

the temperature of the oven or hob, if 

cooking). 

Baking cupcakes / biscuits linked to 

English - The Faraway Tree 

ART 
Threshold Concepts  

 

  Develop ideas  

This concept involves understanding how ideas develop through an artistic process. 

 

  Master techniques  

This concept involves developing a skill set so that ideas may be communicated. 

 

  Take inspiration from the greats  

This concept involves learning from both the artistic process and techniques of great artists and artisans throughout history. 
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Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

Collect information, sketches and resources; Adapt and refine ideas as they progress; Explore ideas in a variety of ways; 

Comment on artworks using visual language.   

Drawing: 

• Use different hardnesses of pencils to show line, tone and texture; Annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas; Sketch lightly (no 

need to use a rubber to correct mistakes); Use shading to show light and shadow; Use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and 

texture. 

Activities: Laptop research, sketch ideas before final draft, group discussions 

Textiles: 

• Shape and stitch materials. 

• Use basic cross stitch and back stitch. 

 

Bayeux Tapestry 

Collage: 

• Select and arrange materials for a striking 

effect. 

Ensure work is precise.  

- Collage Death Egyptian masks. 

Sculpture: 

• Create and combine shapes to create 

recognisable forms (e.g. shapes made from 

nets or solid materials). 

• Include texture that conveys feelings, 

expression or movement. 

Pyramid nets 

Modroc rivers and mountains 

Textiles: 

• Shape and stitch materials. 

• Create weavings. 

Weaving papyrus / reeds 

 Replicate some of the techniques used by 

notable artists, artisans and designers. 

 Create original pieces that are influenced by 

studies of others 

 Monet - landscapes rivers and 

mountains 

Painting:  

• Use a number of brush techniques using 

thick 

and thin brushes to produce shapes, 

textures, 

patterns and lines. 

• Mix colours effectively. 

• Use watercolour paint to produce washes 

for 

backgrounds then add detail. - 

Watercolour River and Mountain 

landscapes. Rivers have long been are a source of 
inspiration for artists. Consider light and colour in Monet’s 
River Thames series work and how his new style gave rise to 
the term “Impressionism”. Learn about the life and work of 
this great artist and create your own river artworks.(hamilton 
Trust LKS2 Rivers, Mountains and Coasts Unit) 

Print: 

• Use layers of two or more colours. 

Replicate patterns observed in natural or 

built environments.  

Replicate patterns - local walk as 

inspiration 

Digital media: 

• Create images, video and sound 

recordings and explain why they were 

created.  

Vltava - (The Moldau) by Bedrich 

Smetna  
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PE 

Threshold Concepts  

 

Develop practical skills in order to participate, compete and lead a healthy lifestyle. 

This concept involves learning a range of physical movements and sporting techniques. 

Invasion 

Games 

Gymnastics Dance Handball Athletics Bat and Ball 

Games 

COMPUTING  
Threshold Concepts  

 

 Code  

This concept involves developing an understanding of instructions, logic and sequences. 

 Connect  

This concept involves developing an understanding of how to safely connect with others. 

 Communicate  

This concept involves using apps to communicate one’s ideas. 

 Collect  

This concept involves developing an understanding of databases and their uses. 

Internet 

Safety 

Coding 

sequences 

and 

variables 

Coding 

Complex 

variables 

Coding 

repatition 

and loops 

Blogging Using 

databases 

FRENCH 
Threshold Concepts  

 

 Read fluently  

This concept involves recognising key vocabulary and phrases. 

 Write imaginatively  

This concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to write ideas. 

 Speak confidently  
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This concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to verbally communicate ideas. 

 Understand the culture of the countries in which the language is spoken  

This concept involves the background knowledge and cultural capital needed to infer meaning from interactions. 

On Y Va! - All 
aboard 

L'argent de 
Poche - pocket 
money 

Raconte - Moi 
une Histoire! - 
Tell me a story 

Vive le Sport - 
Our Sporting 
Lives 

Le Carnaval 
des Animaux - 
The Carnival of 
the animals 

Quel temps 
Fait-ll? What's 
the waether 
like? 

MUSIC 
Threshold Concepts  

Perform  

This concept involves understanding that music is created to be performed. 

Compose  

This concept involves appreciating that music is created through a process which has a number of techniques. 

Transcribe  

This concept involves understanding that compositions need to be understood by others and that there are techniques and a language for 

communicating them. 

Describe music  

This concept involves appreciating the features and effectiveness of musical elements. 

Rhythmic 
patterns linked 

to class topic of 
Vikings 

/Egyptians 
*develop 

awareness of 
simple phrases 
 

Recorders 
*learn new notes 

 
Classical 
composers 

Rhythmic 
patterns linked 

to class topic of 
Vikings/Egyptia

ns 
*perform an 

ostinato in regular 
and irregular time 
signatures 

 
Recorders 

*compose simple 
phrases using new 
notes 

Rhythmic 
patterns linked 

to class topic of 
Vikings/Egyptian

s 
*develop further 

understanding of 
standard staff 
notation 

 
Recorders 

*record own 
compositions using 
standard staff 

Rhythmic 
patterns linked 

to class topic of 
Vikings/Egyptian

s 
*learn about how 

music was 
performed during 
the historical 

period 
 

Recorders 
*describe music 
being played in 

Rhythmic patterns linked to class 
topic of Vikings /Egyptians 

*develop awareness of simple phrases 
 

Recorders 
*learn new notes 

 
Classical composers 
*perform music composed by Classical 

composers 
 

Christmas  
*play and perform in ensemble contexts 
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*perform music 
composed by 

Classical 
composers 

 
Christmas  
*play and perform 

in ensemble 
contexts 

 
Tonic sol-fa 
*perform sounds 

using tonic sol-fah 
notations 

 
Expressive 
elements 

*perform music 
with focus on 

(one) specific 
musical 
element(s) 

 
Sounds and 

signals 
*perform music 
which conveys a 

signal 
 

World War Two 
*perform music 

composed during 
WW2 

 
Classical 

composers 
*compose music in 

the style of 
Classical 
composers 

 
Tonic sol-fa 

*compose music 
using tonic sol-fah 
notations  

 
Expressive 

elements 
*compose music 
with focus on 

(one) specific 
musical element(s) 

*compose music 
to fit given 
structure – 

binary/ternary 
form 

 
Sounds and 
signals 

*compose music 
inspired by music 

which conveys a 
signal 

 
World War Two 

notation 
 

Classical 
composers 

*record own 
compositions 
 

Tonic sol-fa 
*record music 

using tonic sol-fah 
notations  
 

 
Sounds and 

signals 
*record signals 
used to convey 

message 
 

terms of pitch/ 
duration/ structure 

etc 
 

Classical 
composers 
*describe the 

music of 
Classicalcomposers 

referring to musical 
elements 
 

Tonic sol-fa 
*describe music 

using tonic sol-fah 
notations  
 

Expressive 
elements 

*describe music 
with focus on (one) 
specific musical 

element(s) 
 

Sounds and 
signals 
*describe the 

sound of the signal 
 

World War Two 
*describe the 

feelings evoked by 
music composed 

Tonic sol-fa 
*perform sounds using tonic sol-fah 

notations 
 

Expressive elements 
*perform music with focus on (one) 
specific musical element(s) 

 
Sounds and signals 

*perform music which conveys a signal 
 
World War Two 

*perform music composed during WW2 
 

Singing games 
*perform singing games 
 

Summer concert 
*play and perform in ensemble contexts 
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Singing games 

*perform singing 
games 

 
Summer concert 
*play and perform 

in ensemble 
contexts 

 

*compose music 
inspired by the 

music heard in 
WW2 

 
Singing games 
*compose own 

singing games in 
similar style 

during WW2 
 

Singing games 
*identify features 

of singing games 
 
Christmas 

*play and perform 
in ensemble 

contexts 
 
Summer Concert 

*play and perform 
in ensemble 

contexts 
 

 

Personal Devleopment (formerly PSHE to be added at a later date) 


