
Welcome back to the start of a new year at St Joseph’s Catholic Academy.  I am very 
much looking forward to teaching your children this year and we have lots of exciting 
learning opportunities to help your child to flourish and grow. This newsletter will give 
you more information about what is going on in the classroom and what the children will 
be learning between now and Christmas. 

Our topic this term is ’My World’ and Beyond’ which will be taught through Early Years 
Foundation Stage areas of learning: Religious Education,  Communication and Language, 
Physical Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Literacy, Mathe-
matics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.  Below are just 
some of the many activities that the children will be doing in the next term.  In some 
cases, the activities will be guided by the children’s interests. 

Welcome back to school! 

Reception Parents’ Newsletter 

Days to remember: 

Bee Active on a Mon-
day (full PE kit/ no 
jewellery to be 
worn) 

Reading books will be 
changed on Mondays 
and Thursdays; 
please make sure 
books are in bags 
and diaries are 
signed. Thank you. 
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PSE: 

Belonging to different families 

Discuss feelings, likes &   

dislikes 

Self hygiene & eating healthily 

Animals from home 

Family holidays/ weekends   

Communication & Literacy: 

High quality texts: Whatever 
Next, the Very Hungry     
Caterpillar,  Funnybones,  
Traditional Tales, etc.  

Greetings for cards-reading & 
writing. 

Learning new songs, rhymes, 
poems & stories about the 
body 

Stories from around the 
world 

Sequencing stories 

Booklets of who belongs in 
their family 

Phonics: CVC words 

Expressive Arts and Design: 

Self portraits  

Family portraits  

Firework artwork 

Junk modelling  

Celebrations crafts 

Art from cultural events 
around the world  

Art linked to texts 

Physical Development:  

Music & Movement 

Different ways of moving 

Self hygiene 

Making: cards, food, paper 
mache, models of people 

Developing fine & gross motor 
skills  

Healthy eating 

Exercise 

Mathematics: 

Learning new number rhymes 

Counting in 2s linked to body parts e.g. 2 
arms, 2 legs 

Measuring children’s height using everyday 
objects 

Finding one more and one less from a group 
of up to 5 (then 10) objects 

Use 2D shapes to build bodies/people 

Numbers to 20 

Understanding the World: 

Drawing around a child & labelling body parts 

Exploring the 5 senses 

Celebrations leading up to and including     
Christmas 

Seasonal activities  (Autumn) 

Recognising similarities/differences between 
themselves and others—height/hair/skin colour 

Life cycle– baby to adult 

Healthy Lifestyles 

RE: 

Creation 

People who Help Us 

Our God-given gifts and 
talents 

Advent 

Christmas  

Staff in Reception 

Mrs Wilson, 

Class teacher 

 

Mrs Bradley, 

Early Years 
Practitioner 

 

Mrs         
Cunningham,  

Teaching   
Assistant 

 

Miss Gazey, 
Early Years 
Apprentice 

 



Parents, Grandparents and other 
family members needed! 

If you have any question or 
queries don’t hesitate to     
contact me for an informal chat 
or you can make an appointment 
to see me at the school office.  
We all want the children to 
have a very productive,         
enjoyable year and the best 
way to ensure this is to nip any 
‘small’ problems in the bud    
before they become ‘big’   
problems. 

Do you have a couple of hours spare 
each week? We are currently looking 
for new volunteers to listen to 
children read in school.  
 
Your help will make a huge 
difference. 

Questions or Queries? 

What can you do at home? 
 
 It is so important to read with your child at 

home.  We ask that you help your child with their  
reading book at least 3 times a week and sign 
their reading diary each time. Please note that 
the additional library books that we send home 
are for shared reading and discussion with your 
child– we do not expect them to be able to read 
every word! 

 
 Encourage your child to practice writing their 

name, shopping lists, etc. 
 
 Read books and visit the library together with 

your child to foster a love for reading. 
 
 Support your child to count and recognise num-

bers to at least 20 in and around the environment.  
 
 Practise splitting numbers to 5 (and then 10) into 

2 groups 
 
 Practise counting in 2s and 10s.  
 
 Know the days of the week 

It would be fantastic if you could 
send in... 

  A bag that can be kept on your child’s peg t    

  that contains a change of uniform, socks/        

      tights and pants– just in case! 

 A rain coat and wellingtons that can be   

   kept on your child’s peg for rainy and  

  windy days. 

 Boxes we can use for making models and   

  empty  yoghurts pots for paints and glue.     

 Any high-quality toys that you no longer       

   require 
Thank you       

Just a reminder………… 

 PE kit is a sky blue polo shirt with the school logo, navy shorts 
and black pumps/ Velco trainers. This can be kept in a suitable 
drawstring bag on the children’s pegs. 

 All items of clothing to be labelled with children’s names. 

 No jewellery to be worn on PE days. 

Thank you 

Class Author  

Reception’s class author this 
year is ‘Giles Andreae.’ We 
will be reading lots of books 
throughout the year by this 
author and doing activities 
linked to his stories and rhymes.  

Sound books 

Please help your child to learn the sound 
of the letters in this book. A space is 
provided for the formation of the letter, 
and some simple words for your child to 
read. Please help your child to complete 
this as it will impact greatly on their 
learning. Thank you.  

CAN YOU HELP? 


