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Dear Parents/Carers and Reception Class,
Happy May Half Term! We hope you enjoy your bank holiday weekend, enjoy the weather,
continue to make lifelong memories and make the most of the time spent with your loved ones.
It was lovely to speak to you again this week and find out a little about what you have been
up to over the last couple of weeks. Billie-Mae told me all her new bike for her birthday, Lola
told me she is now riding her bike without stablisers (fabulous), Skylar told me she has made a
worry jar so she can write down all her worries (which I think is a fantastic idea), Olivia told
me all about her new baby sister Ivy and Mylo told me all about winning the Stoke ‘shuttle run’ competition.
Mrs Wilson has told me all about the children that she has spoken to and the wonderful things that you have
all been doing too. It was lovely to see some photos of Ella and her family this week enjoying the lovely
outdoor weather that we have mostly been blessed with. What super children we have in Reception! We are
very proud of you all!
A big well done to Mylo for winning the National Stoke Virtual Competition for our age
group. Mylo won the Shuttle Run Challenge. A medal and certificate will be coming your
way. This is our third consecutive win for our age group and for our school, so a big well
done!
A big birthday shout out to Kelisienna who turns 5 this week. We
hope you have an amazing day!
As its half term this week we will not be setting any compulsory work but feel free to
continue to work on the activities on our class learning page, should you wish to.
https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca
On the pages below we have also included some fun, non-compulsory ideas to keep you busy and occupied.
There are different ideas for each day.
Rest assured that if your child is returing to school on 1st June that we are doing all that we can to make this
as safe and as easy as possible for you. With that said, as its only natural for you to feel a little anxious. There
are a few things we would like you to do in preparation for your return:






Read the documents on our school website on the ‘Coronovirus Information’ tab we have included the link
here for you. Please read the ‘Guidance for Parents to Promote and Maintain Safety During Covid 19’
document and also the Behaviour Policy as there have been some changes.
http://stjosephscatholicacademy.co.uk/coronavirus-information
Talk to your child about their return and some of the changes to help them feel more prepared and less
anxious. For example, not all their class friends will be there, entering the school safely, regular
handwashing, sitting on chairs (spread out) during carpet sessions, eating lunch in the classroom and
using their own equipment.
Each child has their own labelled tray with their own belongings and their own equipment, this includes
their phonics packs which they are familiar with and are use to using. They will only be allowed to use
the resources/equipment in their trays and wont be allowed to share them.









We will continue to keep the routine and structure of the day as familiar as possible. We will still be doing
our daily prayers, our phonics sessions and our good-morning song but instead of holding hands we will
spread out and wave our hands in the air instead.
We will still be using the outdoor area and will have set times so that we do not mix with the Nursery
bubble.
Children will need to bring in their own healthy snack as unfortunately we will be unable to provide these.
For the first few days we will focus on PSHE and well-being, settling the children into the new
routines/procedures and modelling social-distancing.
Please can each child bring in one piece of work that they have completed during their home learning that
they are most proud of for them to share in our ‘social distancing show and tell’ session.
Please do not bring in any soft toys or any unnecessary items. Children do not need bags and should only
be bringing in their lunchbox (if not having a school lunch) and a labelled, filled water bottle.
Children will need to be reminded and encouraged to wash their hands as soon as they come into school.

We hope this provides you with a little more reassurance. As always, if you have any more questions, please
do not hesitate to get in touch via our school email: stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk .
We look forward to seeing some of you again soon. We miss you lots.
Have a super week and a fabulous bank holiday weekend.
Miss Mogford, Mrs Wilson & Mrs Bradley 

