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Dear Parents/Carers and Reception Class,
We hope you are well and keeping safe. We hope that you have managed to find
some creative ways to keep busy indoors now the weather is not as nice. We are
missing you all very much and are praying that things begin to get back to normal
again very soon.
Miss Mogford’s mum has found a lovely resource which we think will be really useful for you. COVIBOOK is a
short book created to support and reassure you regarding the Covid-19 situation. Have a little read and if you
do have access to a printer, you could print some of the pages and draw on them. We have included the link
here for you: https://660919d3-b85b-43c3-a3ad3de6a9d37099.filesusr.com/ugd/64c685_0a595408de2e4bfcbf1539dcf6ba4b89.pdf
We also have some birthday shout outs this week. Happy Birthday to
Mrs Bradley and Lewis S who celebrated their birthdays on the 26th
April and Happy Birthday to Caleb who turns 5 on the 10th May. We
hope you have a super day! Don’t forget if you are celebrating your
special day, we would love to see photos!
Competition Our very talented Mrs Reynolds has kitted a beautiful rainbow giraffe that we are
going to raffle off. We have decided to hold a ‘Guess the Giraffe Name’ competition and raise
some money for the Royal Stoke University Hospital at the same time. Entries will be £2 a go
and you will choose a name from a list of 100 giraffe names. If you would like to have a go keep
checking the school facebook page https://www.facebook.com/St-Josephs-Goldenhill103397171298179 for more information on how to enter and how to donate. Let’s hope he/she
finds a nice home!
We have updated the Home Learning Page again with some more fun and exciting activities for
you. https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca We have included direct links below
for you. This week please can you try the following activities:
Phonics- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/reception-phonics
This week can you try the free Letters & Sounds Phonics lessons. Every day Monday-Friday a new lesson is
uploaded on YouTube at 10am. Once the lesson is live, the link will be activated so you click straight through
it. Don’t worry if you miss the lesson at 10am, you can still go back to access it at another time. This weeks
sounds are: oo, ar, or, ur, ow. If you didn’t do last weeks sounds, you can also have a go at those as well if
you wish. Even though we have already learnt these sounds its important to review them regularly as we
don’t want to forget them. At school we learn them more than once so that we are confident with them. We
have included the link for you below and also on the home learning page. Remember to select the ‘Reception’
button. https://wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds/reception
Reading- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/literacy-reading-story-time
Our story this week is ‘The Night Pirates’. There is an audible copy for you on the home learning page to
listen to. What sort of adventure do you think Tom is going to have? Scholastic have also produced free home

learning packs based on the Julia Donaldson stories. If you have access to a printer you can register for free
and download your free eyfs pack. I have included the link here for you.
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/homelearning/earlyyears
Literacy- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/literacy-reading-story-time
This week can you have a go at drawing and labelling a pirate ship? We have included a template for you on
the home learning page but if you like you can draw your own. Can you also write a secret message in a
bottle from Tom in the story? What message might he have left to the other pirates on the island? We have
included a template for you on the home learning page but you could use any paper that you have at home,
write your message on it, tear it/stain it, roll it up and put it into a plastic bottle if you have one. Afterwards,
you could leave your message for someone to find.
Maths- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/reception-maths
Now you have explored what half looks like, this week we would like you to have a go at halving yourself.
Download the ‘Teaching Pirates to be Fair Halving’ Powerpoint then use some coins or objects to have a go at
halving on your own. What is half of 6? What is half of 8?
Can you also interact with the grouping and sharing lessons on the Oak National Academy website. We have
included the link here for you and also on the home learning page. https://www.thenational.academy/onlineclassroom/reception/maths#subjects
Understanding the World- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/eyfs-the-world-around-us
Friday 8th May is the 75th anniversary of VE Day. VE Day is also known as Victory in Europe Day and marks
the day towards the end of World War Two. To help remember the soldiers who fought and celebrate this
milestone why not do something to mark the occasion? Lots of people are having indoor street parties, teaparties and picnics. Can you make a union jack flag or bunting to put in your window? Have a go at desgining
a VE Day medal and why not try the Spitfire Glider craft activity. We have
included a template on the home learning page for you. Colour in the spitfire,
ask a grown up to help you to fold it, then have a competition to see who can
make it fly the furthest in your house.
Creative- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/creative
Can you have a go at one of the pirate crafts on the home learning page? Why
not try the Rainbow Scavenger Hunt? We have included a picture here for
you. On the next page, we have also included a list of ‘100 things to do before
you are 6’. How many can you do? You may not be able to do all of them
because of the lockdown but have a go at some of them.
RE- https://sites.google.com/view/eyfshomelearningstjoca/eyfs-re
During May, we sing lots of songs to Mary and we crown her as the Queen of
Heaven. If we were at school, we would have a May procession and we would crown the statue of Our Lady in
the prayer garden. We would be praying her special prayer, the Rosary and would be learning all about how
special the Mother of God is. See if you can complete some of these tasks during the Month of Mary
to help you to remember that she is our Mother and the Queen of Heaven.
 Create a Mary altar- see the Powerpoint on the home learning page to help you with this.
 Draw a picture of Mary and decorate your pictures with home-made or real flower petals, similar
to this one.
 Learn the Hail Mary and pray it every day.
We would love to see your prayers and crafts about Mary this month. Please send any RE work to
stjoseph@sjnewman.co.uk and we can show your work on our Facebook site.
We are going to call you again this week to see how you are getting on and hear your voices and giggles
again. Hopefully, you will not be as shy this week, you are definetly not this shy at school! If Miss Mogford
called you last time, Mrs Wilson will be calling you this time and if you spoke to Mrs Wilson last time, then
Miss Mogford will speak to you this time.
Have a super week! Miss Mogford, Mrs Wilson & Mrs Bradley 
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