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AUTUMN  
Egyptians 
8 weeks 

AUTUMN  
Rivers and Mountains 

7 weeks 

SPRING  
Invaders and Settlers 

6 weeks 

SPRING  
Settlements 

6 weeks 

SUMMER 
Local History 

6 weeks 

SUMMER  
Journeys  
6 weeks 

ENGLISH 
Emily Gravett Focus for 

Autumn 1 

Brilliant Books - 

Wolves by Emily 

Gravett. 

Predictions, responding 

to illustrations, creating 

an alternative ending. 

Who’s afraid of the 

Big Bad Wolf?  

Comparisons of 

characterisation of 

wolves in ‘Wolves’ and 

in fairy tales. Re-writing 

the script – Wolf’s 

POV/wolf the goodie. 

Information Leaflet 

about wolves- reading 

info texts to identify 

features and and writing 

an information leaflet 

for local rabbits. 

Little Mouse’s Big 

Book of Fears 

Comparison of a book 

by the same author 

(Emily Gravett) 

Recount writing about a 

scary experience. 

How did that 

work?!  

Explanation Texts 

relating to the 

Egyptians 

Explanatory writing, 

identifying and using 

appropriate features. 

A Christmas Carol 

Reading an historical 

text to look at 

language use, 

comparisons to more 

modern literature, 

work of Charles 

Dickens. Writing a 

descriptive narrative 

based on the story 

(Scrooge’s walk 

home through the 

streets of Victorian 

London at Christmas 

time) Non fiction 

links to Victorian 

origins of Christmas 

traditions – 

instructions to make 

a cracker(?)info(?) 

The Last 

Viking/Raiders  

(Extracts) Comparing 

stories. 

What’s in the 

News?  

Journalistic writing- 

report – features, 

application (Viking 

Invader/Egyptian 

Echo Newspapers) 

Non Chronological 

report about 

Invaders and settlers 

– Anglo Saxon life or  

Vikings  - 

Information writing 

Poetry in different 

Forms 

Reading and writing 

poetry with different 

forms and themes. 

Myths and Legends 

Looking at features 

of myths, legends & 

traditional tales – 

links with Invaders 

and Settlers; writing 

own myth/legend, 

using appropriate 

features & language. 

Oral Traditions 

Background behind 

the oral tradition – 

reason why so many 

myths/legends/fairy 

tales have differing 

versions. Research a 

traditional tale of 

their choice and 

retell it to the class – 

oral work 

The Twits 

Humerous genre of 

writing 

Writing in the style 

of Dhal – create a 

new trick for Mr or 

Mrs Twit to play. 

 

Playscripts 

Reading and 

Performing with 

expression and clear 

spoken language, 

identifying features 

and establishing 

differences between 

this and other 

written forms that 

we have studied. 

Writing own 

playscripts. 

Krindle Krax  

Writing discursive 

piece (or persuasive 

letter to one of the 

characters) about a 

dilemma within the 

story.  

Local History 

booklet – through 

History lessons 

Info,explanation 

The Railway 

Children 

using the writing 

techniques and 

styles that we have 

learnt about and 

practised throughout 

the year, complete 

different genres of 

writing using 

appropriate features 

based on the Railway 

Children  

 diary recount 

 news report 

 Letter 

 Book review  

Advert for Goldenhill 

Railway Station – 

Journeys to the 

seaside linking 

history & Geog topic. 

Performance 

Poetry  

Performing poems 

with expression and 

clear spoken 

language. 
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MATHS 
Number - place value  

Reading Roman 

numerals to 100 and 

ordering and comparing 

numbers beyond 1000.  

Number - Addition 

and subtraction  

With mental and written 

methods. 

Measurement- 

Perimeter  

finding the length 

and perimeter of a 

rectilinear figure 

including  

converting between 

units of measure.  

Number - 

Multiplication and 

Division 

Recalling facts to 

12x12 and using 

formal written 

methods.  

Number - 

Multiplication and 

division  

Including recognising 

factor pairs and 

using the distributive  

law.  

Measurement- 

Area 

 finding the area of a 

rectilinear figure.  

Fractions- 

recognising fractions.  

Number – 

Fractions 

Counting in 

hundredths and 

adding and 

subtracting  

fractions.  

Number - Decimals 

Dividing by 10 and 

100, linking decimal 

knowledge to money 

and measure 

problems.  

Number – 

Decimals 

Comparing and 

rounding decimal 

numbers. 

Measurement- 

Money 

solving money 

problems and 

reading, writing and 

converting digital 

and analogue time.  

 

Statistics- creating 

and interpreting bar 

charts, pictograms 

and other graphs.  

Geometry- Shape 

identifying angles, 

classifying shapes, 

understanding 

symmetry  

Geometry - 

Position and 

Direction  

 Plotting & 

interpreting 

coordinates.  
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RE 
4A: Creation & The 

Story of Abraham 

4B: Jesus teaches us 

how to Pray 

4F: Old Testament: 

 Moses-King David 4C: 

Advent 

 

4D: Christmas  

4E: Jesus: Light of the 

World and Beloved Son 

 

4G Lent: Living as 

followers of Jesus 

today 

4H Holy Week 

4L Easter 

4J Pentecost 

4L: Special Roles and 

Responsibilities 

4K Sharing in the Life 

of Christ 
Teaching Sequence: 

4A: 

1. Images of God the 

Creator 

2. Respecting and 

valuing each other 

and our 

differences 

3. Old Testament – 

Abram & god’s 

promise 

4. Old Testament – 

Abraham and 

Isaac 

5. Old Testament – 

Jacob 

6. Old Testament – 

Joseph & his 

brothers 

4B: 

1. The Synagogue 

2. Psalm 122 & 

finding Jesus in 

the temple 

3. Times when Jesus 

prayed 

4. Our Father 

5. The Rosary 

6. Importance / 

Significance of 

Prayer 

Teaching Sequence: 

4F: 

1. Styles of 

writing in the 

Bible 

2. Birth of Moses 

3. Moses and the 

buring bush - 

Moses’ duties 

4. Vocations- God 

is calling you 

5. The Plagues of 

Egypt & leading 

God’s people 

from Egypt 

6. King David 

7. Anointing with 

oil 

8. David – 

shepherd and 

King 

4C: 

1. The House of 

David- Creating 

a Jesse tree (4 

lessons- 4 

ancesters per 

lesson) 

2. The prophets 

proclaimed the 

Messiah’s birth 

Teaching Sequence: 

4D 

1. How the chuch 

celebrates 

Christmas 

celebrations in 

the Local parish. 

2. The Christmas 

story – sequence 

events 

3. Nativity 

Characters 

4. The angels – 

their roles 

5. Messengers of 

Christ today 

6. News report of 

one of the events 

of the Christmas 

story. 

4E: 

1. Light and 

darkness 

2. Presentation of 

Jesus in the 

temple 

3. Baptism of Jesus 

4. Baptism artwork 

5. Symbols of 

Baptism 

Teaching Sequence: 

4G: 

1. Reflect on 

Jesus’ temptation 

2. Resisting 

temptation  

3. The Pharisee 

and the Publican 

4. Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

5. Jesus called 

people to follow Him. 

6. Jesus teacher 

and King 

7. The Beatitudes 

4H: 

Holy Week – 

1.Introduction to Holy 

week – what it is. How 

Did Christ suffer? What 

were the reasons for 

Christ’s death? 

2. Palm Sunday 

3. Tuesday & 

Wednesday (cleansing 

temple & betrayal by 

Judas) 

4. Maundy Thursday 

Last supper, 

Gethsemane, arrest & 

trial 

Teaching Sequence: 

4L: 
1. Recall & compare 

the 4 gospel 

accounts of the 
resurrection 

2. The message of 

the resurrection – 
why it was 
important 

3. Religious art – 
studying and 
comparing 
representations of 

the risen Jesus 
4. Tryptic artwork 

5. Jesus in the world 
today - prayers 

6. Ascension of Jesus 
thoughts and 
feelings of the 

disciples 
4J: 

1. Story of Pentecost  
2. Speaking in 

different languages 
why important - 
Places the Apostles 
went to preach the 

Good News. Write 
a message of the 
Good News in a 
different language. 

Teaching Sequence: 
4L: 

1. God’s Good 
News- the 

Gospel – St 
Mark’s Gospel 

2. St Paul’s first 
letter – handing 

on the faith – 
The job of the 
disciples 

3. The job of a 
Priest. 

4. What does 
‘religious life’ 

mean? Monks 

and sisters 
5. Marriage as a 

vocation & 
sacrament 

6. The Church – 
the Body of 

Christ. It is our 
job to carry on 
God’s work. 

4K: 
1. The church as a 

global 

community 

2. The church – 
the family of 
God 

3. Catholic 
Universal 
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 3. Advent customs 

 

6. Transfiguration of 

Jesus 

 

5. Good Friday – 

carrying cross, death 

and burial 

 

3. Good News of 
Christ - Saints 

4. The qualities of the 
Holy Spirit and the 

sacraments at 
which the Holy 
Spirit/oil of chrism 
is present 

5. Holy Spirit in the 
scriptures 

6. “Come Holy Spirit” 

Prayer 

community –the 
Pope & Rome 

4. Jesus describes 
himself – I am… 

5. The Eucharist 
6. Religious 

customs of the 
world. 

SCIENCE  
Threshold Concepts  

 

Work scientifically  

This concept involves learning the methodologies of the discipline of science. 

Understand plants  

This concept involves becoming familiar with different types of plants, their structure and reproduction. 

Understand animals and humans  

This concept involves becoming familiar with different types of animals, humans and the life processes they share. 

Investigate living things  

This concept involves becoming familiar with a wider range of living things, including insects and understanding life processes. 

Understand evolution and inheritance  

This concept involves understanding that organisms come into existence, adapt, change and evolve and become extinct. 

Investigate materials 

This concept involves becoming familiar with a range of materials, their properties, uses and how they may be altered or changed. 

 Understand movement, forces and magnets  

This concept involves understanding what causes motion. 

 Understand the Earth’s movement in space  

This concept involves understanding what causes seasonal changes, day and night. 

Investigate light and seeing  

This concept involves understanding how light and reflection affect sight. 

 Investigate sound and hearing  

This concept involves understanding how sound is produced, how it travels and how it is heard. 

 Understand electrical circuits  

This concept involves understanding circuits and their role in electrical applications. 
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Sound Electricity Living Things and 
their Habitats 

Living Things and 
their Habitats 

States of Matter Animals 
including 

Humans 
Teaching Sequence: 

1. Autumn 

changes 

Nature/habitat 

observation.  

2. How vibrations 

make sounds 

3. Sound Survey 

4. Good Vibrations 

– how sounds are 

heard 

5. Pitch and 

Volume 

6. How sound 

changes over 

distances 

7. Sound 

reduction 

investigation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. How electricity 

is generated; 

Previous knowledge 

of electricity 

2. Everyday 

electrical 

appliances 

3. Dangers 

4. Conductors & 

insulators 

5. Circuits 

6. Switches  

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Winter changes 

Nature/habitat 

observation 

2. Grouping living 

things 

3. Vertebrates 

4. Invertibrates 

5. Classification keys 

6. Local habitat study 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

7. Environmental 

changes intro –

Global warming 

8. Deforestation 

9. Population& 

development (litter, 

air pollution, 

destroying nature) 

10. Water Pollution  

11. Positive human 

impact 

12. Spring changes 

Nature/habitat 

observation 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Solid, liquid or gas 

2. Investigating Gases 

3. particle behaviour at 

different 

temperatures 

4. evaporation and 

condensation 

5. Evaporation 

investigation 

6. water cycle 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

1 Digestive 

system parts 

2 Digestive 

system function 

3 Teeth 

4 Tooth decay 

(enquiry) 

5 Dental hygiene -  

leaflet creation 

6 Food chains 

7 Summer changes 

Nature/habitat 

observation 

 

HISTORY 
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Threshold Concepts  

Investigate and interpret the past  
This concept involves understanding that our understanding of the past comes from an interpretation of the available evidence. 

Build an overview of world history  

This concept involves an appreciation of the characteristic features of the past and an understanding that life is different for different sections of society. 
Understand chronology  

This concept involves an understanding of how to chart the passing of time and how some aspects of history studied were happening at similar times in different places. 
Communicate historically  

This concept involves using historical vocabulary and techniques to convey information about the past 

For all historical units: Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past;  Suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical enquiries; Use more than one 

source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding of history; Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why 

the accounts may differ; Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

Activities: Internet research, Library books research, map/ atlas / Google Earth  

             Timelines for each topic - link to make class timeline on topic board. 
Egyptians 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 
• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 
questions about the past. 
• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 
happened? How long ago? 
• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 
find out about the past. 
• Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 
Build an Overview of World History 

 Describe historical events. 
• Describe significant people from the past. 
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 
they did. 
Understand Chronology 
• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 
• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, 
older and newer. 
• Use dates where appropriate. 
Communicate Historically 
• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when 
my parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to 
describe the passing of time. 
• Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s 
history. 
• Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, 
parliament, democracy, and war and peace. 

Invaders and Settlers – Scots, Anglo 

Saxons and Vikings 
Investigate and Interpret the Past 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 

find out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways the past has been 
represented. 

Build an Overview of World History 

 Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as 

they did 

Understand Chronology 

• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

• Use dates where appropriate. 
Communicate Historically 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when 

my parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to 

describe the passing of time. 

• Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s 

history. 

• Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy, 

parliament, democracy, and war and peace. 

Activities 

Local History - Goldenhill 
 Investigate and Interpret the Past 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to 

questions about the past. 
• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What 

happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to 

find out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways the past has been 

represented. 

Build an Overview of World History 

 Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from the past. 

Understand Chronology 

• Place events and artefacts in order on a time line. 
• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, 

older and newer. 

• Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives. 

• Use dates where appropriate. 

Communicate Historically 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when 

my parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to 

describe the passing of time. 

• Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s 
history. 

• Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, 

monarchy, parliament, democracy, and war and peace. 

Activities 
 Describe changes that have happened in the locality of the school 
throughout history. 
Research history of Goldenhill.  
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Activities 
Internet research 
Library books research 
Map/ atlas / Google  
Evidence of  archeological sites e.g. Giza Plateaux, Valley of the 
Kings  
Daily life of an ancient Egyptian compared to our own. 

Ancient Egyptian Gods factfiles and sketches / paintings 
Write in hieroglyphics - make a cartouche 
Learn about the process of mummification and make a 
flowchart.Pyramid nets (D&T) 

Internet research 

Library books research 

Map/ atlas / Google Earth use to find changes in Counties 

since Anglo Saxon times. 

Evidence of ruins, archeological sites around UK. e.g. 

Sutton Hoo 

BBC bitesize clips Saxon Settlers. 

Anglo-Saxon Gods and their subsequent conversion to 

Christianity. 

Village life in Anglo Saxon times. 

Invasion of the Vikings and their influence on lifestyles and 

cultures 

Individual timelines of Anglo Saxon / Viking events 

Create leaflet style reports about Battle of Hastings/ 

Bayeux Tapestry (Art and DT links) 

Timelines for each topic - link to make class timeline  
Look at the History of Goldenhill and our school.  Write a factfile about 
Goldenhill. 
Industry in Goldenhill – evidence of employment through census returns 
– pottery and mining 
Development of the railways and leisure and travel – improved 
communications. 
Strange local tales – myths and lengend of the local area. 
Link to geography study of Trent and Mersey canal - Harecastle Tunnel in 
Kidsgrove. 
Art / link – local history box – canal art. patterns in nature using items 
from local area walk. 

Teaching Sequence: 

1.  Somewhere in time – What is History? What History 
have they covered? Working out where the different 
history topics that we will cover in year 4 are on a 
timeline in relation to each other and to previous 
topics covered in other classes. 

2.  Who were the AE? Where is Egypt? Is Ancient Egypt 
in the same place as modern day Egypt? Timeline of 
important Ancient Egypt events. 

3. What was life like in AE? 
4. Who built the Pyramids (and the Sphinx)? 
5. Who was Tutankhamen? 
6. What did the AE believe – Gods? 
7. 5 How did the AE communicate? – Hieroglyphs 
8. Why was the River Nile so important to the 

Egyptians? 
Separate English unit on Explanation texts - 
mummification. (Autumn 2) 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduce The Invaders –  timeline of Anglo Saxon, Scot 

and Viking invasions of Britain. 400-1066 AD. Where it fits on 
the timeline. Important events in this time, such as Romans 
leaving Britain, different kings.  

2. Invasion by Scots and Anglo Saxons When & why did 

the Scots and AS invade Britain and where did they come 
from? 

3. Place names – How did the invasions change 
British place names? 

4. Anglo Saxon Gods/religion – familiarity with some of 

these Gods - naming days of the week. Conversion to 
Christianity  

5. Who were the Vikings, when & why did they invade, 

where did they come from? Timeline of important Viking 
events.  

6. The Last Viking kings, end of Viking rule, Battle of 

Hastings 1066, William the conquerer & Normans (to end).  

Separate English unit on Non Chronological texts – 
Anglo Saxon/Viking life 
(Possible Trip – Weaver Hall – Anglo Saxons) 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction – Goldenhill  -Our School & 
church, maps of goldenhil, recap of previous 
work from Y2– history of school 

2. Eary history and development of Goldenhill – 
where did the name Goldenhill come from? 

3. What jobs did people do? Industry – 
collieries and potteries. How can we find 
out? – census returns. 

4. Leisure & travel in Goldenhill – linked with 
transport – old railway stations and 
Harecastle tunnel, coaches and trams. 
cinema 

5. Strange Local tales 
6. Create local history booklet.(2 week project 

to complete topic) 
(Possible Trip – Museum of Cannock Chase – Mining 
Experience) 

GEOGRAPHY 
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Threshold Concepts  

  Investigate places  

This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human features. 

  Investigate patterns  

This concept involves understanding the relationships between the physical features of places and the human activity within them, and the appreciation of 

how the world’s natural resources are used and transported. 

  Communicate geographically  

This concept involves understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and techniques 

In all geographical units..... 

 Ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location 

 Explain own views about locations, giving reasons 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features. 
River deep, Mountain high 
(DT link – bridges; Art link Monet - landscapes) 
Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, rivers, 
key topographical features and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of these aspects 

have changed over time.  
Describe key aspects of:  

• physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle.  
• human geography, including: settlements and land 
use. 
• Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid 
references, symbols and key to communicate knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 
Activities: 
Learn about the formation and features of a river 

Rivers have always been extremely important for 
people.  
Find out about the importance of rivers in 
settlements, travel and farming.  

Investigate irrigation, and the industrial use of 
rivers.  

Settlements 
(history link - place names influenced by Anglo-Saxons and 
Viking settlers) 
Use a range of resources to identify the key physical and 
human features of a location.  
Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, 
rivers, key topographical features and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of these aspects have changed 
over time.  
human geography, including: settlements and land use. 
Activities:- 
To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied in the context of the origins of settlements.  
 

To describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water in the context of: 

 comparing land use in different settlements 
 designing a settlement.  
 The needs of eary settlers 

  

Label UK maps with counties and physical features. 
 

Sort map features into human and physical. 
 

Journeys 
• Name and locate the countries of Europe and identify their 
main physical and human characteristics. 
Name and locate the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe some of 
the characteristics of these geographical areas. 
Identify geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, rivers, 
key topographical features and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of these aspects have changed over 
time.  
• Describe geographical similarities and differences between 
countries. 
• Describe how the locality of the school has changed over 
time.  

• Describe key aspects of:  
• physical geography, including: rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes and the water cycle.  
• human geography, including: settlements and land use. 
• Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, 
symbols and key to communicate knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 
Activities: 
 
To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 
grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
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Become an enthusiastic mountain expert! Locate 
the highest peaks, identify mountain ranges, and 
research key facts about these.  

 

Label blank world maps with continents, seas, 
oceans, tropics, hemispheres, equator. 
 

Where did the early settlers settle and why?   
What did they need close by to live? 
Where would you settle? Why? 
 

To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-
figure grid references, symbols and key (including 
the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world in the context of identifying links between 
settlements.  

United Kingdom and the wider world in the context of 
journeys 
 
Sort map features into human and physical. 
 
Label blank world maps with continents, seas, oceans, 
tropics, hemispheres, equator. 
 
 

River Deep, Mountain High -Teaching Sequence:  

1. Importance of rivers leading from Egyptian 

topic – why was the Nile so important to 

the Egyptians? Where does our water come 

from? How do we use rivers? 

2. How are rivers formed? Features of a river 

3. The water cycle 

4. What is a mountain? Finding mountains in 

the UK on a map. How can we recognise a 

mountain on a map? 

5. How are mountains formed? 

6. Mapwork & research – finding famous 

mountains and rivers, establishing the 

country they are in, researching key facts 

about them.  

7. Poster – river or mountain? 

 

 

(Possible trip – Styal – Quarry Bank Mill to look at 

the use of the river there for industrial purposes – 

harnessing water power) 

 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Mapwork – Revision - identify seas, 

oceans and continents. Look at main Uk 

cities & landmarks & physical and 

human features; how to recognise on a 

map. Are there any physical features 

that may have resulted in these cities 

being created? (can they make links to 

people in Egypt building near to R.Nile?) 

2. What did early settlers need? - 

Understand why settlements develop in 

certain locations. 

3. Use maps to identify settlements built 

by invaders. 

4. Compare land use in different 

settlements. 

5. Use maps to identify links between 

settlements. 

6. Creating own map of a settlement. 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Start our journey at home leading from 

local history topic. How has the village of 

Goldenhill (locality of the school) changed 

through time? Comparing maps old and 

new. Recognising physical and human 

featurers on the maps and how they have 

altered over time. 

2. What are physical and human features? 

Field work – Local area walk to identify 

physical and human features in Goldenhill. 

3. Journey away from Goldenhill (Using Google 

earth to travel away from Goldenhill to take 

in Stoke, Staffordshire, England, UK, 

Europe, the world) to look at the position 

and significance of the equator, the 

northern and southern hemispheres. 

4. Continuing Journey to identify lines of 

latitude and longitude and use them to find 

places on maps, atlases and globes. 

5. Describe key features of the polar regions 

and compare them with the UK. 

6. Comparing climates of the tropics with UK 

climates.  

7. Explore countries of the Meridian Line & 

time zones. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Threshold Concepts 

Master practical skills  

This concept involves developing the skills needed to make high quality products  

Design, make, evaluate and improve  

This concept involves developing the process of design thinking and seeing design as a process. 

Take inspiration from design throughout history  

This concept involves appreciating the design process that has influenced the products we use in everyday life. 

Running through all topics; Design with purpose by identifying opportunities to design. 

• Make products by working efficiently (such as by carefully selecting materials). 

• Refine work and techniques as work progresses, continually evaluating the product design. 
• Identify some of the great designers in all of the areas of study (including pioneers in horticultural techniques) to generate 

ideas for designs. 
• Improve upon existing designs, giving reasons for choices. 
Bridges 
Take inspiration from design throughout history 
Explore objects and designs to identify likes and dislikes 
of the designs. 
• Suggest improvements to existing designs. 

• Explore how products have been created. 
Construction: 

• Choose suitable techniques to construct products or to 

repair items. 
• Strengthen materials using suitable techniques. 
Materials: 

• Cut materials accurately and safely by selecting 

appropriate tools. 

• Measure and mark out to the nearest millimetre. 

• Apply appropriate cutting and shaping techniques that 
include cuts within the perimeter of the material  

• Select appropriate joining techniques 
Design, make, evaluate and improve 
• Design with purpose by identifying opportunities to 
design. 

• Make products by working efficiently (such as by 
carefully selecting materials). 

Tapestry & Knitting 
Take inspiration from design throughout 
history 
Explore objects and designs to identify likes and 
dislikes of the designs. 

• Suggest improvements to existing designs. 
• Explore how products have been created. 

Master practical skills 
Textiles: 
• Select the most appropriate techniques to decorate 
textiles. 
Design, make, evaluate and improve  
• Design with purpose by identifying opportunities to 
design. 

• Make products by working efficiently (such as by 
carefully selecting materials). 
• Refine work and techniques as work progresses, 

continually evaluating the product design. 
(Links with History - Invaders and Settlers) 

Edible Garden 
Master practical skills 

Food: 
• Prepare ingredients hygienically using appropriate 

utensils. 
• Measure ingredients to the nearest gram accurately. 
• Follow a recipe. 
• Assemble or cook ingredients (controlling 
the temperature of the oven or hob, if cooking). 
 

Design, make, evaluate and improve  
• Design products that have a clear purpose and an 
intended user. 
• Make products, refining the design as work progresses. 
 
 Cooking and Nutrition Program of Study 
Understand seasonality and know where and how a 

variety of ingredients are grown, reared, caught and 
processed 
 
(Links with Science - Healthy eating) 
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• Refine work and techniques as work progresses, 
continually evaluating the product design.  
• Use software to design and represent 

product designs.(Design using Paint.)  
(Links with Geography – Rivers) 

Teaching Sequence: 

Bridges (Link to Rivers) 
1. The Ironbridge at Ironbridge; investigating bridge designs – drawing bridges to 

focus on structures and shapes used in their design. 
2. Look at bridge designs; investigating strong shapes to use 

3. Design own bridges taking structure investigations into account 
4. Construct bridges and test 

5. Evaluate and improve designs 
6. Create a moving flag for your bridge (levers and linkages) 
7. Create a Christmas cracker (link to A Christmas Carol & instructions in Literacy) 

 

 

Teaching Sequence: 

Tapestry & Knitting 
1. Look at Bayeux  tapestry and how it was 

made- picturing historical event. Actually 
embroidered. 

2. Design own simple picture to depict a 
historical event we have learnt about in 

History e.g. Viking longship. 
3. Transfer design by drawing onto  to tapestry 

canvas, then embroidering   
Sewing skills – running stitch and back stitch 
Sewing skills – cross stich 

4. Complete design; evaluate 
 

Knitting  
 

5. Anglo saxon clothing; Anglo Saxons wore 
tunics and trousers made from wool. How do 

we make things from wool? – introduce 
knitting. 

6. Knit a woollen scarf for an invader; evaluate 
 

Teaching Sequence: 

Edible Garden 
1. Look at and name herbs 
2. Prepare a pasta salad 
3. Look at strawberries; where, when and how they 

are grown in the UK 
4. Use kitchen tools correctly to make a tasty & 

nutritious drink 
5. Tomatoes – when they are in season and where 

and how they are grown 
6. Prepare and create a healthy meal with tomatoes 

as the main ingredient 

 

ART 
Threshold Concepts  

  Develop ideas  

This concept involves understanding how ideas develop through an artistic process. 

  Master techniques  

This concept involves developing a skill set so that ideas may be communicated. 

  Take inspiration from the greats  

This concept involves learning from both the artistic process and techniques of great artists and artisans throughout history. 
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To run throughhout: 

Develop ideas from starting points throughout the curriculum. 

Collect information, sketches and resources; Adapt and refine ideas as they progress; Explore ideas in a variety of ways; 

Comment on artworks using visual language.   

Drawing: 

• Use different hardnesses of pencils to show line, tone and texture; Annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas; Sketch lightly (no need to use a 

rubber to correct mistakes); Use shading to show light and shadow; Use hatching and cross hatching to show tone and texture. 

Activities: Laptop research, sketch ideas before final draft, group discussions 

Egyptian Death mask Collage & pyramid 

sculptures: 
Develop ideas  
• Develop ideas from starting points 
throughout the curriculum. 
• Collect information, sketches and resources. 
• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 
• Comment on artworks using visual language. 
Master techniques 
Collage 
• Select and arrange materials for a striking 
effect. 

• Ensure work is precise. 

• Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic 
and montage. 
Sculpture: 
• Create and combine shapes to create 
recognisable forms (e.g. shapes made from 
nets or solid materials). 

• Include texture that conveys feelings, 
expression or movement. 
Pyramid nets 
 Replicate some of the techniques used by 
notable artists, artisans and designers. 
Create original pieces that are influenced by 

studies of others 

 

Monet - landscapes rivers and mountains  
Develop ideas  

• Develop ideas from starting points 
throughout the curriculum. 
• Collect information, sketches and resources. 
• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 
• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Comment on artworks using visual language. 
Master techniques 
Painting:  
• Use a number of brush techniques using thick 
and thin brushes to produce shapes, textures, 
patterns and lines. 
• Mix colours effectively. 

• Use watercolour paint to produce washes for 
backgrounds then add detail. 
• Experiment with creating mood with colour. 
Take inspiration from the greats 
• Replicate some of the techniques used by 
notable artists, artisans and designers. 
• Create original pieces that are influenced by studies of 

others. 
- Watercolour River and Mountain landscapes. 
Rivers have long been are a source of inspiration for artists. Consider 
light and colour in Monet’s River Thames series work and how his new 
style gave rise to the term “Impressionism”. Learn about the life and 
work of this great artist and create your own river artworks.(hamilton 
Trust LKS2 Rivers, Mountains and Coasts Unit) 

 

Canal Art Local History Box – local 

scenescape sketches 
Develop ideas  
• Develop ideas from starting points 
throughout the curriculum. 
• Collect information, sketches and resources. 
• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 
• Comment on artworks using visual language. 
Master techniques 
(Painting as last term) 
Drawing 
• Use different hardnesses of pencils to show line, 

tone and texture. 

• Annotate sketches to explain and elaborate ideas. 
• Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber to correct 
mistakes). 
• Use shading to show light and shadow. 
Digital Media 
Create images, video and sound recordings and 

explain why they were created.  
Take inspiration from the greats 
• Replicate some of the techniques used by 
notable artists, artisans and designers. 
• Create original pieces that are influenced by studies 
of others. 

Replicate patterns - local walk as inspiration 
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Teaching Sequence: 

Egyptian Art & collage 
1. Look at pictures of King Tut’s death mask. Look at 

the shapes and colours. Use step by step guide to 
draw a replica of King Tut’s mask. Colour 
accurately. 

2. Use their work from previous lesson to create a 
design for their own death mask collage. Think 
about colour and materials they will use. Label 
their work. 

3. Complete own death mask designs. Begin to 
create collages. 

4. Continue & complete their collages. Evaluate. 
5. Inroduce Egyptian Art pyramid project. Children 

to begin to design on 3D net of pyramid 

6. Transfer designs onto card nets and create 
pyramids. 

7. Complete pyramids; evaluate. Those who have 
finished to create sarcophagus (3D) 

Teaching Sequence: 

Monet, Mountains & rivers 
a. Look at paintings of Monet and critic 
b. Sketch own mountain/river landscape 

using Monet as an example. 
c. Use watercolours to colour sketches. 

Evaluate 

Mountains 
d. Look at famous / highest mountains of 

the world and sketch examples 
e. Make own mountain using papier mache 

and/or Modroc  
f. Decorate using paint and collage 

materials. Evaluate 

Teaching Sequence: 

Local history box & canal art 
1. Look at examples of canal art and experiment 

with ideas. (tea bag boxes) 
2. Create panels in the design of Roses and 

castles for each side of their box & the lid. 
3. Create pictures to represent the history of 

Goldenhill to place inside their boxes. (eg. 
portrait of Brindley/Wedgewood, steam train, 
harecastle tunnel, a golden hill. 

4. Create a scenescape picture from an old 
photograph of Goldenhill 

5. Look at natural art for inspiration.  Go on local 
walk to collect materials to use to create 
collage. (Recap Goldsworthy work from Y2) 

6. Create own collages and photograph the 
finished results. Small photo to place in history 
box. Evaluate 

 

PE 
Threshold Concepts  

Develop practical skills in order to participate, compete and lead a healthy lifestyle. 

This concept involves learning a range of physical movements and sporting techniques. 

Invasion 

Games 

Gymnastics Dance Handball Athletics Bat and Ball 

Games 
Teaching Sequence: 
 

 

Teaching Sequence: Teaching Sequence: Teaching Sequence: Teaching Sequence: Teaching Sequence: 
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COMPUTING  
Threshold Concepts  

 Code  

This concept involves developing an understanding of instructions, logic and sequences. 

 Connect  

This concept involves developing an understanding of how to safely connect with others. 

 Communicate  

This concept involves using apps to communicate one’s ideas. 

 Collect  

This concept involves developing an understanding of databases and their uses. 
Connect 
Internet Safety: We are 
Safe – Caught in the Web 

Communicate  & Connect 
Technology in our lives  

We are co- authors 

Collect & Communicate 
Handling Data 
We are Botanists: Sorting 
and identifying plants 
 

Collect 
Multi media 
We are Journalists: 
Creating a class Magazine 

Code 
Programming 
We are Programmers  
• Espresso Year4 Starter Unit  
• Espresso Unit 4A Introduction to 
variables 

Code 
Programming 
We are Programmers  
Espresso Unit 4B Repetition 
and Loops 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Revision –  Intro book 
- recognising online 
dangers 

2. Rules for staying safe 
online – thinkUknow 
site 
https://www.thinkuk
now.co.uk/8_10/stay-
safe/ 

3. Dangers of talking to 
people online – rules 
for safe online chat. 

4. Dangers of meeting 
people from online. 

5. Cyberbullying 
6. Digital Citizenship -  

Poster to show how 

Teaching Sequence: 

1.Understand the 
conventions for collaborative 
online work, particularly in 
Wikis 
2. Be aware of their 
responsibilities when editing 
other people’s work. 
3. Become familiar with 
Wikipedia, including 
potential problems 
associated with its use 
4. Practise research skills 
5. write for a target audience 
using a Wiki tool 
6. Develop collaboration 
skills 

Teaching Sequence: 

1.What a branching tree 
diagram is 
2. Find images to use on a 
branching tree diagram 
3. Design a tree diagram 
4. build a PowerPoint 
slideshow with hyperlinks to 
create your tree diagram 
5. Evaluate and analyse your 
work 
 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Understand features of 
a magazine. 
2. Plan a magazine 
collaboratively 
3. Crate a folder to store 
information. 
4. Research information 
on the internet. 
5. Create a magazine 
article. 
6. Manipulate text and 
images. 
7. Evaluate and improve 
work 
 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Learn how to use variables 
to keep track of the score in a 
game 
2.Practise using variables to 
keep track of the score in a 
game; practise using 
conditional events in your 
code 
3.Learn how to count and 
total up objects and prices, 
simulating a shop till 
4. Practise using variables to 
keep track of the score in a 
game designed for an 
iPad/tablet; practise using 
conditional events in your 
code 
5.Practise using variables to 
keep track of the score in a 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Learn how to use a 
loop to do something 
repeatedly in a program 
and create a timer 
2. Practise using a loop 
to do something 
repeatedly and make a 
stopwatch. 
3. Practise using a loop 
to make a simple 
countdown timer 
4. Learn how to use a 
loop to make a space 
animation 
5. Learn how to use 
loops to create 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/stay-safe/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/stay-safe/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/stay-safe/
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to be a good digital 
citizen. 

7. Understand what 
plagiarism is. 

7. Develop proof reading 
skills 

game; practise using 
conditional events in your 
code 

6.Learn how to design and 
make your own app. 
Practise using variables and 
conditionalevents in code 
and debugging when there 
is a problem. 

animations that repeat 
infinitely 
6. Learn to design and 
make your own app. 
Practise using repetition 
and loops in code and 
debugging code when 
there is a problem. 
 

FRENCH 
Threshold Concepts  

 Read fluently  

This concept involves recognising key vocabulary and phrases. 

 Write imaginatively  

This concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to write ideas. 

 Speak confidently  

This concept involves using key vocabulary and phrases to verbally communicate ideas. 

 Understand the culture of the countries in which the language is spoken  

This concept involves the background knowledge and cultural capital needed to infer meaning from interactions. 

On Y Va! - All 

aboard 

L'argent de Poche - 

pocket money 

Raconte - Moi une 

Histoire! - Tell me a 
story 

Vive le Sport - Our 

Sporting Lives 

Le Carnaval des 

Animaux - The 

Carnival of the animals 

Quel temps Fait-

ll? What's the 
weather like? 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introducing topic & 
weather phrases  
2. Revising and building 
on weather phrases 
3. Days of the week 
4. Methods of transport 
5.Pronunciation, creating 
sentences, learn song: Au 
clair de la lune 
6. Assess & reflect 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction; un,une 
2. Revise numbers 1-20, 
introduce 20-30 
3. j’adore/j’deteste, likes & 
dislikes, revising food 
4. Questions and answers – 
likes and dislikes 
5.Poem about likes and 
dislikes 
6.Assess and reflect 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction – 
instructions 
2. consolidating and revising 
instructions – Simon says. 
3. Numbers multiples of ten 
from 40-100. Revise 1-30 
4. Adjectives  
5.Masculine and feminine 
adjectives 
6.Assess and reflect 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction – food & 
drink 
2. Food & drink – likes 
and dislikes 
3. je jou/je fais 
4. Days of the week – 
keeping fit 
5. Pronunciation 
6. Assess & reflect 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction – Animal 
names 
2. Telling the time 
3. Animals and habitats 
4. Adjectives to describe 
animals 
5.oi sound 
6. Assess & reflect 

Teaching Sequence: 

1. Introduction – Clothes 

2. weather phrase revision 
3. Dates in French, 
birthday dates 
4. connecting weather & 
clothes, Places, weather 
and temperature 
5. connecting word sounds 
with written words -  au & 
eau 
6. Assess & reflect 
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MUSIC 
Threshold Concepts  

Perform  

This concept involves understanding that music is created to be performed. 

Compose  

This concept involves appreciating that music is created through a process which has a number of techniques. 

Transcribe  

This concept involves understanding that compositions need to be understood by others and that there are techniques and a language for communicating 

them. 

Describe music  

This concept involves appreciating the features and effectiveness of musical elements. 

Rhythmic patterns 
linked to class 

topic of Vikings 
/Egyptians 
*develop awareness 

of simple phrases 
 

Recorders 
*learn new notes 
 

Classical 
composers 

*perform music 
composed by 
Classical composers 

 
Christmas  

*play and perform in 
ensemble contexts 
 

Tonic sol-fa 

Rhythmic patterns 
linked to class topic 

of Vikings/Egyptians 
*perform an ostinato in 
regular and irregular 

time signatures 
 

Recorders 
*compose simple 
phrases using new 

notes 
 

Classical composers 
*compose music in the 
style of Classical 

composers 
 

Tonic sol-fa 
*compose music using 
tonic sol-fah notations  

 
Expressive elements 

Rhythmic patterns 
linked to class topic 

of 
Vikings/Egyptians 
*develop further 

understanding of 
standard staff notation 

 
Recorders 
*record own 

compositions using 
standard staff notation 

 
Classical composers 
*record own 

compositions 
 

Tonic sol-fa 
*record music using 
tonic sol-fah notations  

 
 

Rhythmic patterns 
linked to class 

topic of 
Vikings/Egyptians 
*learn about how 

music was 
performed during 

the historical period 
 

Recorders 
*describe music 

being played in 
terms of pitch/ 

duration/ structure 
etc 
Classical 

composers 
*describe the music 

of 
Classicalcomposers 
referring to musical 

elements 
 

Rhythmic patterns linked to class topic 
of Vikings /Egyptians 

*develop awareness of simple phrases 
 
Recorders 

*learn new notes 
 

Classical composers 
*perform music composed by Classical 
composers 

 
Christmas  

*play and perform in ensemble contexts 
 
Tonic sol-fa 

*perform sounds using tonic sol-fah 
notations 

 
Expressive elements 
*perform music with focus on (one) specific 

musical element(s) 
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*perform sounds 
using tonic sol-fah 

notations 
 

Expressive 
elements 
*perform music with 

focus on (one) 
specific musical 

element(s) 
 
Sounds and 

signals 
*perform music 

which conveys a 
signal 
 

World War Two 
*perform music 

composed during 
WW2 
 

Singing games 
*perform singing 

games 
 
Summer concert 

*play and perform in 
ensemble contexts 

 

*compose music with 
focus on (one) specific 

musical element(s) 
*compose music to fit 

given structure – 
binary/ternary form 
 

Sounds and signals 
*compose music 

inspired by music 
which conveys a signal 
 

World War Two 
*compose music 

inspired by the music 
heard in WW2 
 

Singing games 
*compose own singing 

games in similar style 

Sounds and signals 
*record signals used 

to convey message 
 

Tonic sol-fa 
*describe music 

using tonic sol-fah 
notations  

 
Expressive 
elements 

*describe music 
with focus on (one) 

specific musical 
element(s) 
 

Sounds and 
signals 

*describe the sound 
of the signal 
 

World War Two 

*describe the 
feelings evoked by 

music composed 
during WW2 
 

Singing games 
*identify features of 

singing games 
 

Christmas 
*play and perform in 
ensemble contexts 
 

Summer Concert 
*play and perform in 
ensemble contexts 

 

Sounds and signals 
*perform music which conveys a signal 

 
World War Two 

*perform music composed during WW2 
 
Singing games 

*perform singing games 
 

Summer concert 
*play and perform in ensemble contexts 
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Personal Development 

Unit 1 - All About Me 

Lesson 1 
Celebrating differences between themselves and 
their peers 
Ten:Ten Lesson: Sacraments  
Lesson 2 
Exploring more abstract emotions 
Lesson 3 
Expressing emotions in a safe and healthy way 
Ten:Ten Lesson: What is Puberty?  
Lesson 4 
Building on knowledge and vocabulary about 
character traits 
Ten:Ten Lesson: Changing Bodies 
Lesson 5 
Negative characteristics  
Ten:Ten Lesson: Optional Discussion Groups  
Lesson 6 
Reflective lesson about the topic 
Ten:Ten Lesson: Life Cycles 

Unit 3 – Resilience & Coping 

Lesson 1 
Considering the benefits of mindfulness  
Ten:Ten Lesson: Sharing Online  
Lesson 2 
Understanding what it means to have a ‘kind mind’ 
Lesson 3 
Understanding what it means to be a resilient 
person  
Ten:Ten Lesson: Chatting Online  
Lesson 4 
Understanding changes and the feelings associated  
Lesson 5 
Understand that it is sometimes it is okay to change 
your mind 
Ten:Ten Lesson: Physical Contact  
Lesson 6 
Reflective lesson 

Unit 5 – Being the Best Me That I Can 

Be 

Lesson 1 
Reflecting on their personal strengths  
Ten:Ten Lesson: What is the Church? 
Lesson 2 
Reflecting on role models within the wider 
community  
Lesson 3 
Discuss times when they have persevered  
Lesson 4 
Reflecting on how personal strengths could 
support them in jobs in later life 
Ten:Ten Lesson: How do I love others? 
Lesson 5 
Identify character traits to help at home 
Lesson 6 
Reflective lesson 

Possible Trip Ideas: 

Styal – Quarry Bank Mill – Use of water 
power of the river in running the mill. 
Curriuculum Links 

Geography – Rivers – uses of, features of. 
Science – Links to Electricity – alternative 

sources of power 
 

Possible Trip Ideas: 

Weaver Hall 
Curriuculum Links 
History– Anglo Saxons 

 

Possible Trip Ideas: 

Museum of Cannock Chase Mining 
experience. 
Curriculum Links 

History – Local history – mining industry in 
North Staffordsire/Goldenhill 

Geography – Use of local natural features in 
industry, how localities change over time. 

 


