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Monday 29th June 2020,
Dear parents, carers and children of St Joseph’s,
As we head towards the end of what has been an unforgettable and incredibly challenging academic year, we
have been very busy in school making plans for September. We are still unsure of what school will look like at
the start of the new academic year; however staff are ensuring that school is organised and ready for our
children to return. To this end, we will be sorting cloakrooms and classrooms this week and ensuring that all
personal items belonging to children, such as PE kits, exercise books, coats, etc. are sorted out so that they can
be reclaimed. Our plan is to put all of your children’s belongings into named carrier bags and then we will text
you with an allocated time slot to collect them next week, week beginning 6th July. Items will be left in the
main entrance area for collection. Please ensure that you do collect your children’s property. We will
unfortunately be unable to save unclaimed belongings as we are having work done in school over the Summer
holidays and do not want to be held responsible for missing items next term.
Class teachers in Years 2 to 5 really enjoyed their Teams meetings with their classes this week and attendance
for most was good. Teams meetings will continue with current class teachers this week. If your child did not
join in last week, please follow the link that is text to you this week to enable your child to virtually meet with
their class teacher and friends. For those who did not join the class meeting in these year groups, and other
children not yet back in school, teachers will be telephoning again this week for a brief chat, to ensure that
your children are keeping well. Next week’s Teams meetings will be with new class teachers, so again, I would
encourage your children to attend if at all possible.
As society resumes into a new normality, places of worship are able to open for services once again from 4th
July. St Joseph’s Church, and one of our partnership parish churches, English Martyrs’ in Biddulph will reopen
to the public from this coming weekend. The restoration of public celebration of Mass does not mean that
churches will return to normal. Although the Mass itself never changes, the way it will be celebrated will have
to be different for the time being and there will be a limit to the number of people allowed to attend at one
time. Please read the Archbishop’s letter, which I have attached on the next two pages, for further information.
The Sunday obligation to attend Mass remains suspended; however, if you wish to attend Mass, times are as
follows:
St Joseph’s: Saturday at 6.30pm and Sunday at 11am
English Martyrs’: Sunday at 9am and 6.30pm.
As today is the great Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul, I will end with a very simple quote from St Paul the
Apostle: ‘Hope does not disappoint.’ Let us remain hopeful that we will soon be restored to life as we knew it
and that all children and families will be safely back at St Joseph’s in the very near future.
Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers. God bless you all.
Mrs R Wilson,
Acting Head of School.

